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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

RECOGNIZING THE CHABAD HOUSE
JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER

HON. TOM McCLINTOCK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of the Jewish Community Center
of Granite Bay, California, and join in cele-
brating the commissioning of a new commu-
nity Torah scroll.

Opened in 2005 as a local home for Jewish
life in Placer County, the Chabad House Jew-
ish Community Center serves as a center of
education and support to the local Jewish
community and an inspiration to people from
all walks of life.

The Granite Bay center is a branch of the
International Chabad movement, which seeks
to promote a greater awareness of education,
morality and decency among all people.
Chabad serves the community through a wide
variety of services and programs, including by
making the beauty of Jewish principles and
heritage accessible to all Jews, and by bring-
ing Jewish traditions into their daily lives.

As part of this effort, the Chabad House
Jewish Community Center has commissioned
a professional scribe in Israel to write a Torah
scroll in the traditional method, which dates
back thousands of years.

The Torah, a sacred text over 3,300 years
old, contains the Five Books of Moses and is
the most precious article in Jewish life. Its
guidance provides a strong foundation for
morals in today’s global society.

On October 26, 2014, members of the Jew-
ish community gathered with rabbis and com-
munity leaders in Placer County to witness the
first letters of the Torah being inscribed.

Mr. Speaker, since the inception of our na-
tion organizations like the Chabad House Jew-
ish Community Center have been the bed-
rocks of their communities; and bastions of
civic engagement upon which our society de-
pends. As George Washington stated in his
Farewell Address: “of all the dispositions and
habits which lead to political prosperity, reli-
gion and morality are indispensable supports.”

We are fortunate to have the Chabad Jew-
ish Community Center as a pillar of religious
and moral teachings in our community and |
am proud to join in honoring this auspicious
occasion.

——————

CELEBRATING MARIN TRANSIT’S
50TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is my pleas-
ure to recognize Marin Transit on the occasion

of the organization’s 50th Anniversary Cele-
bration, held on October 20, 2014.

For the last five decades, Marin Transit has
advanced its responsibility to serve the com-
munity by strengthening local public transpor-
tation and launching contracts with other bus
and paratransit service providers, including
Golden Gate Transit, Marin Airporter, MV
Transportation, and Whistlestop Wheels.

Marin Transit has provided seniors and
Americans with disabilities services to accom-
modate the mobility needs of an aging trans-
portation network and a diversely growing
population. It has demonstrated a powerful
commitment to fostering a strong transit sys-
tem and more engaged community by offering
comprehensive operational programs including
Local, West Marin Stagecoach, Novato dial-a-
ride, and the award-winning seasonal Muir
Woods Shuttle in cooperation with the Golden
Gate National Recreation Area. The organiza-
tion has kept pace with the growing demands
for transit options; in particular the Muir
Woods Shuttle is estimated to carry 95,000
passengers in 2014, a significant increase
from 77,000 passengers in 2013. This service
keeps vehicles off narrow mountain roads, re-
lieves congestion, and improves the experi-
ence of visitors from across the United States
and around the world.

Marin Transit has been a vital tool for the
people of Marin County and beyond, and | am
confident it will continue to serve as a valued
transportation agency for future generations to
come. Please join me in congratulating Marin
Transit on their 50 year Anniversary celebra-
tion and wishing them many more years of
success.

RECOGNIZING HELEN CISNEY

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is
a privilege to recognize Ms. Helen Cisney as
she celebrates her 100th birthday on Novem-
ber 22, 2014.

Ms. Cisney was born in Hammond, Indiana
in 1914. She married Irvin Cisney, and to-
gether they owned a diner in Grand Rapids,
Michigan. During World War II, Ms. Cisney
worked on the assembly line at General Mo-
tors. Upon retirement, Mr. & Mrs. Cisney
moved to Zephyrhills, Florida where they lived
for thirty years. Today, Ms. Cisney lives in
Fruittand Park where she attends Sunday
services at Faith Bible Baptist Church and
plays dominoes on Tuesday evenings at First
Baptist Church of Leesburg. Ms. Cisney is a
talented bowler and has won many trophies
over the years. She is also a breast cancer
survivor and was named Grand Marshall of
the Lake County Cancer Walk in 2005.

Ms. Cisney has two daughters, eight grand-
children, six great-grandchildren and six great-
great-grandchildren. | wish her a very happy
100th birthday and all the best to her and her
family.

HONORING TARKIO FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize the Tarkio First
Baptist Church, which will commemorate the
125th anniversary of its founding in my home-
town of Tarkio, Missouri on September 21st,
2014. Since 1889, the Tarkio First Baptist
Church has served the community through its
faith, fellowship and welcoming spirit.

From the first time they opened their doors
until today, First Baptist has stood as a cor-
nerstone of the Tarkio community. First Baptist
has experienced wars and conflicts as well as
times of peace and prosperity. It has served
as a haven through many hardships of eco-
nomic struggle and social change. Through
droughts, floods, tornadoes, blizzards, as well
as harvests both good and bad, this church
has remained a constant source of comfort. It
has served congregants by promoting faith in
God, the Bible, prayer and the community
itself.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
recognizing the Tarkio First Baptist Church.
For 125 years, this church has supported
Tarkio and its people come what may. It is
truly an honor to serve this church and its con-
gregation in the United States Congress.

CELEBRATING THE CONGREGA-
TION SOCIETY B’'NAI ISRAEL
150TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is my pleas-
ure to recognize the B’nai Israel Jewish Cen-
ter in Petaluma, California on the occasion of
the organization’s sesquicentennial on Novem-
ber 1, 2014.

Congregation Society B’nai Israel is one of
the oldest Jewish communities in the State of
California and is the oldest congregation be-
tween San Francisco and the Oregon border.
For the past one hundred and fifty years, the
B’nai Israel Jewish Center has provided a
place where all who identify with the Jewish
community may gather and participate in en-
riching spiritual, social, cultural, and edu-
cational experiences. The diverse programs
and educational opportunities offered through
Congregation Society B’nai Israel strengthen,
celebrate and sustain Jewish culture in
Petaluma, build cross-cultural understanding,
and enrich the lives of those in the community
at large.

The B’nai Israel Jewish Center is a treasure
to the City of Petaluma, and countless resi-
dents of Sonoma County have benefitted from
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the organization’s longstanding commitment to
the Jewish faith and strong community values.
Please join me in congratulating the B’nai
Israel community on this milestone one hun-
dred and fifty year anniversary and wishing
them many years of future success.

———

HONORING DORAL PERFORMING
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT ACAD-
EMY

HON. MARIO DIAZBALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor Doral Performing Arts & Entertain-
ment Academy and to congratulate the school
on being recognized as a 2014 National Blue
Ribbon recipient.

The National Blue Ribbon Schools Program
recognizes public and private elementary, mid-
dle, and high schools based on their overall
academic excellence or their progress in clos-
ing achievement gaps among student sub-
groups. Every year the U.S. Department of
Education seeks out and celebrates great
American schools, and Doral Academy has
earned that distinction.

This is quite an accomplishment, and a tes-
tament to the commitment the school has
shown to educating its students and providing
them with the best faculty and resources to
succeed. The school has truly taken its mis-
sion of preparing students, and instilling in
them a belief in their own efficacy, seriously.

Doral Academy opened its doors in 1999,
and currently serves 2800 students. Doral
Academy believes that engaging families and
communities contributes to greater academic
achievement and to the improvement of the
school as a whole. This model of engagement
is predicated on three core beliefs: student
achievement increases the more knowledge
parents have about their children’s school ex-
perience; greater involvement of families
through non-academic channels still contrib-
utes to greater academic buy-in by all; and the
more a school invests in a community, the
more resources, support networks, and allies
are available to bolster the health and vitality
of the school holistically.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to pay tribute to
Doral Performing Arts & Entertainment Acad-
emy for their tremendous service to its stu-
dents and the tireless work of their faculty,
and | ask my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing this remarkable school.

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF
VERLEIGH BLOOM

HON. TIM RYAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to remember and honor the life of a dear lady
in our district, Ms. Verleigh M. Bloom, 83, who
passed away peacefully on Friday, August
29th.

Verleigh was a genuinely thoughtful and lov-
ing mother, grandmother, and great grand-
mother, who held onto her family very dearly.
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Verleigh cherished the time spent with her
loved ones, and considered her family one of
her greatest joys and accomplishments.

Preceded in death by parents, James and
Verleigh Darnell, Verleigh will continue to live
on through the many lives she has touched.
Verleigh is survived by her daughter Verleigh
I. Gray of Niles, OH; two sons, James C.
Bloom of Leavittsburg, OH and Ted E. Bloom
of Howland, OH; nine grandchildren and five
great grandchildren. It gives me great pride to
honor the life of Verleigh M. Bloom. | am
deeply saddened and | extend my condo-
lences to her entire family. Her loving char-
acter and considerate nature will be immeas-
urably missed. Our community is a much bet-
ter place because of Verleigh's loving ap-
proach to life.

————

RECOGNIZING PETER LAVALLEE
AS CITIZEN OF THE YEAR

HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to con-
gratulate Peter LaVallee, who was honored as
the Humboldt Citizen of the Year on October
2, 2014, an award he richly deserves.

Peter LaVallee’s long history of public serv-
ice has been of tremendous benefit to the
community. His work as an elected official, as
an advocate for youth and vulnerable popu-
lations, and as a conservationist has made
Peter LaVallee a vital member of my congres-
sional district and the surrounding region.

After attending Wayne State University,
Peter LaVallee completed his bachelor's de-
gree in political science at Humboldt State
University. He went on to graduate studies at
Sacramento State University. Peter LaVallee
served as director of youth services for Trinity
County from 1980 to 1985. He then spent 26
years as director of Redwood Community Ac-
tion Agency’s Youth Services Division. Cali-
fornia Gov. Pete Wilson appointed Peter
LaVallee to the State Advisory Group on Juve-
nile Justice and Delinquency Prevention in
1992 and he served until 2000 in that capac-
ity.

Peter LaVallee was mayor of the City of Eu-
reka from 2002 to 2006. During that time, he
also was a member of the Eureka Rotary
Club. From 2006 to 2011, Peter LaVallee
served on the Humboldt County Housing and
Homeless Coalition. Among his contributions
are the development of services for runaway
and homeless youth, including 24-hour crisis
intervention, street outreach, school-based
prevention and intervention services, short-
term emergency shelter and long-term transi-
tional housing and supportive services.

Mr. Speaker, Peter LaVallee’s dedication to
youth and community services in Humboldt
County is commendable and worthy of rec-
ognition. | urge my colleagues to join me in
extending our congratulations to him.

November 13, 2014
TAIWAN’S NATIONAL DAY

HON. STEVE ISRAEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to ex-
press my support and congratulations for the
people of Taiwan, who celebrated their Na-
tional Day on October 10, 2014.

| would like to take this opportunity to recog-
nize the enduring value of Taiwan’s friendship
with the United States, and to reaffirm our
commitment in Congress to strengthening our
nations’ ties.

Taiwan stands as an example in the Pacific
of what economic and political freedom can
bring to a country and its people. Since its
founding 103 years ago, Taiwan has estab-
lished itself as a country dedicated to citizen
government and the free exchange of goods
and ideas that forms the foundation of any
modern and prosperous society. Taiwan has
also made significant economic and cultural
contributions to the global community, and to
peace and stability in the region.

Again | would like to offer my congratula-
tions to the people of Taiwan on their 103rd
National Day.

———

HONORING MATER GARDENS
ACADEMY

HON. MARIO DIAZBALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor Mater Gardens Academy and to con-
gratulate the school on being recognized as a
2014 National Blue Ribbon recipient.

The National Blue Ribbon Schools Program
recognizes public and private elementary, mid-
dle, and high schools based on their overall
academic excellence or their progress in clos-
ing achievement gaps among student sub-
groups. Every year the U.S. Department of
Education seeks out and celebrates great
American schools, and Mater Gardens Acad-
emy has earned that distinction.

This is quite an accomplishment, and a tes-
tament to the commitment the school has
shown to educating its students and providing
them with the best faculty and resources to
succeed. The school has truly taken its mis-
sion of bringing about meaningful achievement
enabling students to become confident, life-
long learners.

Mater Gardens Academy opened its doors
in August 2006 as a K-8 charter school spon-
sored by Miami-Dade County Public Schools.
Mater Gardens upholds core values that pave
the way for student success: setting high ex-
pectations, valuing individuality, expecting ac-
countability, and demonstrating respect, hon-
esty, and integrity. The school has consistently
been recognized for outstanding achievement.
In 2011 Mater Academy placed sixth in the
county on the Florida Comprehensive Assess-
ment Test (FCAT) Science, and has also won
the Gold Award from Miami-Dade County Pub-
lic Schools in 2006 and 2007. In 2012 and
2013 the school was named one of the top 10
schools in Miami-Dade County.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to pay tribute to
Mater Gardens Academy for their tremendous




November 13, 2014

service to its students and the tireless work of

their faculty, and | ask my colleagues to join

me in recognizing this remarkable school.
———

RECOGNITION OF POLICE CAPTAIN
DARRIN M. MOODY

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Captain Darrin M. Moody who is
leaving the Fairfield Police Department. After
serving two years with the Modesto Police De-
partment, Captain Moody was hired as a Po-
lice Officer with the Fairfield Police Depart-
ment on September 5, 1989. As an officer, he
worked in various capacities that include Pa-
trol, Youth Services, Investigations, Field
Training, and Special Activity Felony Enforce-
ment. He was promoted to Police Corporal in
1999 and became a K-9 handler in 2001.

On December 24, 2004, Captain Moody
was promoted to Police Sergeant and served
in Patrol and Investigations before being pro-
moted to Police Lieutenant on December 7,
2007. He was a strong and decisive leader
which led to him receiving the Manager of the
Year award in 2007. As a Police Lieutenant,
he served as Commander for Patrol, Quality of
life, and Major Crimes Bureaus, and for the
Special Weapons and Tactics (SWAT) team.

As the Police Department experienced
changes in leadership and command staff,
Captain Moody constantly stepped in and as-
sisted City management in filling the gaps. Be-
fore being officially promoted to Police Captain
on May 6, 2011, he willingly assumed the
Captain’s position twice and managed Patrol
Operations in 2008 and 2010.

Captain Moody has been a valued em-
ployee and leader and his commitment to the
City and community was evidenced on a daily
basis. He is commended for his selfless con-
tribution to Fairfield and its constituents.

————

IN MEMORIAM—FRANK
ALEXANDER GRANT III

HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, we rise today
in memory of Frank Alexander Grant Ill, who
passed away on September 16, 2014 in his
Altadena home following a battle with cancer.
A natural leader and mentor to others both
professionally and privately, Mr. Grant was a
model of achievement and a positive force
within the local community.

Frank Alexander Grant Ill was born in Eure-
ka, CA on December 7, 1942, and grew up on
the Yurok Indian Reservation, where he at-
tended grammar school and high school. After
graduating as high school valedictorian, Mr.
Grant went on to receive a B.S. and M.S. in
civil and sanitary engineering from Stanford
University. On graduation day in 1966, he
married Carole Susan Magnus. Mr. Grant
served his country in the U.S. Army Medical
Service Corps stateside for two years before
earning a Ph.D. in engineering at University of
California Berkeley in 1972.
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Frank Grant worked for over 30 years at
MWH Global, an international engineering
firm, managing large projects throughout Cali-
fornia and abroad. Following a very successful
career at MWH Global, Mr. Grant retired as
the company’s Senior Vice President. He built
his own cabin along the Klamath River and
was an active member in the Yurok commu-
nity. Mr. Grant provided economic develop-
ment advice to the tribe in addition to his in-
volvement in other community organizations
and pursuits in both Northern California and
the Pasadena area.

Mr. Speaker, Frank Alexander Grant |lI
leaves behind a legacy of professional and
personal achievement and community engage-
ment that will not soon be forgotten. It is
therefore appropriate that we pay tribute to
him today and express our deepest condo-
lences to his wife Carole; sons Frank IV and
Philip; grandchildren Frank V, Andrew, Eva
and Naomi; brothers Zane Grant Sr. and
James Jackson Jr.; and step-mother Elinor
Grant.

RECOGNIZING BEN NICHOLSON
HON. HAROLD ROGERS

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today in recognition of Ben Nicholson,
who left the Appropriations Committee staff in
October after more than 12 years of distin-
guished service. Ben started his career serv-
ing our Nation in 1992 when he joined the
U.S. Coast Guard, serving for 10 years before
joining the Appropriations Committee staff in
2002. Since that time, Ben has worked on var-
ious subcommittees, and for several chairmen,
ultimately becoming the Clerk and Staff Direc-
tor of the Homeland Security Subcommittee in
2011.

As the Chairman of the Appropriations Com-
mittee, | have had the honor and pleasure of
working closely with Ben. He is professional,
he is reliable, he is dedicated, and he gets the
job done, regardless of the circumstances.
Ben is a born leader and a Patriot. He holds
himself accountable to a code of the highest
standards. He efficiently manages his staff,
not by micromanaging but by setting an exam-
ple and empowering them to make informed
recommendations. He is affable, thoughtful,
determined to make a difference, and calm
under pressure.

As we all know, congressional staff work
long hours, and often sacrifice weekends and
holidays in order to keep this esteemed institu-
tion running. This inevitably takes a toll on
personal commitments, and nothing means
more to Ben than his supportive and loving
family. In his new employment, Ben will hope-
fully have more time to spend with his lovely
wife, Anna, and their son, Tim. | have said be-
fore, and | will say again, the Appropriations
Committee has the best staff on Capitol Hill.
And Ben Nicholson is the epitome of that
statement.

Congress, the House, the Appropriations
Committee, and | will surely miss Ben’s con-
tributions and leadership; but we thank him for
his service and dedication and we wish him
well now and in the future.
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RECOGNIZING CONNIE STEWART
AS 2014 NONPROFIT LEADER

HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Connie Stewart, who was hon-
ored on November 5, 2014, with the Northern
California Association of Nonprofits 2014 Non-
profit Leader Achievement Award, a recogni-
tion she richly deserves.

Connie’s service to California and my con-
gressional district has been exemplary. Her
work on the Arcata City Council, as staff for
the California Assembly, and as the executive
director of the California Center for Rural Pol-
icy at Humboldt State University has improved
the lives of many in the community. Connie
Stewart has worked tirelessly to promote
broadband deployment, economic develop-
ment, food security, youth leadership, and im-
proved healthcare for all.

Raised in New Jersey, Connie Stewart later
attended Humboldt State University, where
she graduated with a B.A. in speech commu-
nication. She went on to work at the
Northcoast Environmental Center for 14 years
before serving as senior field representative to
Assemblywoman Patty Berg for seven years.
Connie Stewart was elected to the Arcata City
Council in 1996, was re-elected in 2000, and
served as mayor for two years.

Connie Stewart became executive director
at the California Center for Rural Policy in
2009. Within four years, she had expanded
staff from three to 25 and cultivated relation-
ships with private foundations and government
agencies, bringing in millions of dollars for a
wide variety of rural projects. During this time,
she also served on the Aspen Institute Com-
munity Strategies Group Product Design Advi-
sory Team for the Wealth Creation and Rural
Livelihoods Initiative. Connie Stewart is well
respected throughout the community as a civic
leader and rural policy powerhouse.

Mr. Speaker, Connie Stewart's commitment
to improving community services through her
nonprofit work in Humboldt County is com-
mendable and worthy of recognition. | urge my
colleagues to join me in extending our con-
gratulations to her.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, on
Wednesday, November 12, 2014, | was un-
avoidably detained due to the necessity of ac-
companying the Vice-President of the United
States on his visit to Houston and attending to
other representational activities in my congres-
sional district, and thus unable to return in
time for Rollcall Vote 516. Had | been present
| would have voted as follows:

1. On Rollcall No. 516 | would have voted
“aye” (Concur in the Senate Amendment to
H.R. 4194—Government Reports Elimination
Act)
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CONDEMNING REMARKS MADE BY
FORMER MISSISSIPPI GOVERNOR

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | would like to express my disappointment
in Former Mississippi Governor Haley
Barbour’s offensive remarks regarding Presi-
dent Barack Obama. On a post-election con-
ference call Barbour referred to President
Obama'’s policies as “tar baby.”

Although some may feel as though
Barbour's remarks were a “slip of the tongue”
or not offensive |, as an African American who
has been the recipient of such references find
such remarks reprehensible.

As the former governor of a state such as
Mississippi, Barbour's remarks were particu-
larly degrading to those citizens who still re-
member being raised in an era of extreme ra-
cial criticism and hatred. Remarks such as
these demonstrate a lack of racial sensitivity
and foster a culture of prejudice.

Mr. Speaker, | am highly offended by
Barbour's comments and am offended by his
insensitivity.

—————

IN CELEBRATION OF THE 25TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE SPIRIT OF
SPRINGFIELD

HON. RICHARD E. NFAL

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, | would like to take
this opportunity to recognize the 25th anniver-
sary of the Spirit of Springfield. Since incor-
porated on December 21, 1989, the Spirit of
Springfield has entertained approximately
eight million area residents and visitors with
events that bring the community together in
celebration and provide community vitality.
These events currently include the World’s
Largest Pancake Breakfast, Spirit of Spring-
field Golf Classic, MassMutual Star Spangled
Springfield, Tower Square Parade of the Big
Balloons, City of Bright Nights Ball, Bright
Nights at Forest Park and annual free holiday
concert by the 215th Army Band of the Mas-
sachusetts Army National Guard.

Bright Nights at Forest Park is the largest
event the Spirit of Springfield presents and it
is in conjunction with the Springfield Depart-
ment of Parks, Buildings & Recreation Man-
agement. The three-mile drive through mag-
nificent lighting displays has been honored by
the American Bus Association as one of the
Top 100 Attractions in North America for mul-
tiple years. 2014 marks the event's 20th sea-
son.

The Spirit of Springfield is also pleased to
provide event services to the City of Spring-
field for events that include the mayoral inau-
gurations, building dedications, swearing-in
ceremonies, police academy graduations and
September 11th Remembrance Ceremony.

To produce the events, the non-profit orga-
nization, which is governed by a Board of Di-
rectors and employs three-full time employees,
raises approximately $450,000 in corporate
contributions and an additional $450,000 in
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donated goods and services. The magic is all
made by three full-time employees, college in-
terns, volunteers and a dedicated board of di-
rectors.

Mr. Speaker, as a longtime supporter of the
Spirit of Springfield, | am very proud to con-
gratulate them on their 25th anniversary and
wish them many more years of success with
their future endeavors.

————

RECOGNIZING FORT BEND COUNTY
ROAD AND BRIDGE COMMIS-
SIONER FOR RECEIVING AWARD

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Fort Bend County Road and
Bridge Commissioner Marc Grant for receiving
the first ever Road Administrator of the Year
Award from the Texas Association of County
Engineers and Road Administrators.

This award recognizes the technical and
professional contributions of those who ensure
the safety of Texas’s critical infrastructure. For
14 years, Grant has admirably served the
county by managing the maintenance and
safety of Fort Bend County’s roads and
bridges. Strong leadership ensures that this in-
frastructure allows all of us to safely commute
in a highly congested area.

| thank Marc Grant for his exemplary public
service. Through his position, he has sup-
ported the growth of our county and has ex-
panded opportunity for so many businesses
and families in our community. On behalf of
the residents of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, we again congratulate
Marc Grant for receiving the 2014 Road Ad-
ministrator of the Year Award.

——————

TRIBUTE TO FORMER
REPRESENTATIVE LANE EVANS

HON. STENY H. HOYER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, last week we lost
a dear friend and a distinguished former Mem-
ber of this House.

Lane Evans ably served the people of llli-
nois’s 17th District for 24 years. He had been
a public interest lawyer and a Marine veteran
when he took office in 1983, and he got right
to work fighting for his constituents by stand-
ing up for workers’ rights, pushing for better
care and benefits for those who had served in
uniform, and advocating for greater opportuni-
ties for middle class families.

Lane was known as a champion of con-
stituent services, helping northwestern llli-
noisans get the help they needed from federal
agencies and ensuring that casework was
processed quickly and effectively. And Amer-
ica’s veterans will always remember him for
his work on behalf of those suffering from ex-
posure to Agent Orange and those disfigured
by land mines. When the Rock Island Arsenal
faced cuts and closure 10 years ago, he
fought with tenacity and determination to keep
it open and save jobs across his district.
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Lane was a self-described populist, some-
one who always put his fight for the common
men and women of America first. He always
kept faith with those he served, even after re-
ceiving the difficult diagnosis of Parkinson’s
disease in 1995. While his Parkinson’s grew
worse, Lane only grew more determined to
achieve a better future for his constituents and
his country. All of us who served with him
were awed by his strength in body and in
character as he faced that challenge with
grace and resolve.

| join with the many whose lives he touched
and made better throughout lllinois and across
the country in paying tribute to Lane Evans
and his legacy. | want to thank Representative
CHERI BUSTOS for organizing this special order
in Lane’s memory and for carrying his work
forward in lllinois’s 17th District.

The people of lllinois and the United
States—and the Members of this House—will
not forget Lane Evans, his work, and his un-
wavering commitment to serving the country
and community he so loved.

———

HONORING THE 20TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF BEHAVIORAL HEALTH
RESPONSE

HON. JASON T. SMITH

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the 20th Anniversary of Behav-
ioral Health Response. BHR is a nonprofit or-
ganization, established in 1994, that provides
free 24-hour access to behavioral health serv-
ices for the citizens of the Eastern Region of
Missouri by equipped mental health profes-
sionals. BHR continues to play a crucial role
in Missouri’s behavioral healthcare system.

BHR serves as a prominent asset to the be-
havioral health community through its co-
operation with hospitals, community mental
health centers, police officers, and other com-
munity organizations. They also provide
prompt and constant accessibility by means of
private telephone counseling and mobile out-
reach services. In addition, BHR uses a stra-
tegic system of careful administrative work,
compassionate calls, and courteous follow-up
calls to ensure respect and high-performance
for the citizens. BHR complements the effi-
cient and effective deliverance of high-quality
healthcare services and largely contributes to
the well-being of the residents of Missouri.

For the critical contributions Behavioral
Health Response has made to the behavioral
healthcare system in Missouri, it is my pleas-
ure to recognize the 20th Anniversary of Be-
havioral Health Response in the House of
Representatives.

RECOGNIZING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF JOSE ALTUVE

HON. GENE GREEN
OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, November 13, 2014
Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,

| rise on behalf of the millions of Astros fans
in Houston and Texas and throughout the
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world to recognize the historic performance of
our all-star second baseman and Venezuelan
native, Jose Altuve, during the 2014 Major
League Baseball season.

Jose finished the 2014 season with 225 hits
and a .341 batting average, the best in all of
baseball, along with 56 stolen bases, tops in
the American League. Jose is just the second
player since 1945 to lead the AL in all three
categories.

Baseball writers at the season’s end noted
that Jose’s 2014 season will go down as one
of the greatest performances by a second
baseman in baseball history.

Most notably, Jose had more hits than any
second baseman since Charlie Gehringer's
227 hits in 1936 and became only one of two
players since the turn of the 20th century to
record 220-plus hits, 55-plus extra-base hits,
and 55-plus stolen bases in one season. The
other is Ty Cobb.

But beyond the numbers, Jose shows base-
ball fans, young and old, that with tenacity and
a commitment to be the best, anyone, no mat-
ter their background or size, can achieve
greatness.

On the last day of the season, the Astros
planned to keep Jose out of the line-up in
order to secure his batting championship, a
first for any player in an Astros uniform. In-
stead, Altuve convinced Coach Lawless to put
him back in the line-up just minutes before the
game started. Jose proved to all that he was
the true batting champion, going 2-for-4 with a
double.

| had the opportunity to meet Jose last April,
when he, fellow Astro Jason Castro, and
baseball great Nolan Ryan, came to Denver
Harbor, a working class neighborhood in our
congressional district in Houston, to celebrate
the opening of the revitalized baseball fields at
Denver Harbor Park and spend the morning
with little leaguers from the area.

It was a pleasure to see Jose, Jason, and
Nolan spend time with these wide-eyed little
leaguers and inspire them to work hard and
achieve their dreams.

On behalf of the Astros faithful, | would like
to say “thank you” and anticipate that with
Jose and our squad of talented young players,
Houston will continue to be competitive in the
American League.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, | was
not present for rollcall vote 516. Had | been
present, | would have voted ”yes” on No. 516.

———————

RECOGNIZING MAYOR RICHARD J.
NOTTE

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize the life and accomplishments of Mayor
Richard J. Notte, who passed away on Tues-
day, October 28, 2014 following a courageous

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

battle with pancreatic cancer. Richard Notte
was a good friend and colleague in public
service, and | am honored to pay tribute to
him.

Mayor Notte was at the heart and soul of
the City of Sterling Heights. He served his
community with such active and vibrant devo-
tion, and was considered to be a “working
man’s mayor.” He was highly recognizable in
his trademark fedora but he was less inter-
ested in the spotlight than representing the
residents of Sterling Heights and improving
the community he cherished.

Mayor Notte was first elected to city council
in 1983 where he served for ten years before
he was elected Mayor in 1993. He also en-
joyed a lengthy and successful career working
at Ford Motor Company for 45 years before
retiring in 2004. He held several elected UAW
positions including plant chairman, recording
and financial secretary.

Mayor Notte’s love for his city and the auto-
motive industry combined when we needed
the most. As a founding Mayor of the Mayors
Automotive Caucus he was an articulate
spokesperson nationally for the domestic auto
industry and the U.S. manufacturing base. Lo-
cally his tenacious efforts helped to keep the
Sterling Heights Assembly Plant (SHAP) open
and when Chrysler emerged from bankruptcy,
the company invested over $1 billion to con-
struct a new assembly facility and paint shop
at SHAP. He was deeply proud of that effort
and the resurgence of the auto industry in our
state.

Mayor Notte’s accomplishments did not go
unnoticed. Through the years he was honored
with dozens of prestigious awards. In October
2013 he was inducted into the Macomb Hall of
Fame and was recognized for his outstanding
contributions to improving the economic, fam-
ily, and community life of Macomb County. He
was also a strong advocate for the Sterling
Heights Community Foundation and its mis-
sion to enhance cultural, educational and rec-
reational opportunities for Sterling Heights
residents. In 2010, he funded the “Richard J.
Notte Scholarship for Public Service Endow-
ment.” Through this permanent endowment,
impact on the community will live on in per-
petuity, as the Foundation will annually
present a college scholarship to a deserving
student in his name.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, | am honored to
have worked with Richard Notte during his ca-
reer and to see up close how rooted he was
in his community. | am pleased to join with his
family, friends and the larger Macomb County
community in mourning his loss, celebrating
his life and honoring his accomplishments.

———

HONORING ANTHONY “STONEY”’
PARKER

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable veteran
and community servant, Chief of Police, An-
thony “Stoney” Parker. Chief Parker has
shown what can be done through hard work,
setting goals, and aiming high.

Anthony “Stoney” Parker was born in Mont-
gomery, Alabama to the late Cornie and Lillian
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Parker. Chief Parker graduated from Robert E.
Lee High School in Montgomery, Alabama in
May 1974 where he received a scholarship in
football to attend the University of Southern
Mississippi in Hattiesburg, Mississippi. Chief
Parker is a 1979 graduate of the University of
Southern Mississippi. After graduation he
played one year of professional football for the
Saskatchewan Roughriders in the Canadian
Football League before being injured. He was
later inducted into the University of Southern
Mississippi Sports Hall of Fame for football in
April of 1992.

Chief Parker is a member of the University
of Southern Mississippi M-Club Board of Di-
rectors. He is a member of Seven Springs
United Methodist Church in Raymond, Mis-
sissippi.

Chief Parker became a Mississippi State
Trooper in December of 1982 and retired from
the Mississippi Highway Patrol in June of
2009, as a Master Sergeant serving in the
Mississippi Bureau of Investigation Division
(MBI). While working in MBI, he was assigned
to the DEA as a Task Force Officer for four
years. Chief Parker was a founding member of
the Mississippi Black Troopers Coalition and
the National Black Troopers Coalition.

Chief Parker started working as a patrolman
with the Crystal Springs Police Department
after retiring from the Mississippi Highway Pa-
trol. He served as a Sergeant and Lieutenant
at the Crystal Springs Police Department be-
fore being appointed Chief of Police for the
Crystal Springs Police Department in October,
2013. Chief Parker has thirty two years of
combined law enforcement experience with
the State and Local Government.

Chief Parker and his wife, Bettie, have been
married for thirty three years and have two
beautiful children: Christopher and Stefanie.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Chief Anthony “Stoney” Parker
for his dedication to sewing our great Country
and his community.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE FIRST
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST SOCI-
ETY OF MIDDLEBORO

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the First Unitarian Universalist Soci-
ety of Middleboro as it celebrates its 125th an-
niversary this year.

The First Unitarian Universalist Society has
long been a central fixture in the Middleboro
community. On June 29, 1889, after the new
church first sought formal recognition, its
members hired Unitarian minister Rev. William
Ramsey of Salem to lead the church for its
first year. Not long after, local member Enoch
Pratt donated a lot on Pearl Street, where the
group’s first church was opened on October
26, 1890. While this was the original site of
the modern-day building, it is not where the
church can be found today, as in the early
1900s a more central and visible plot of land
was gifted to the church by member David
Pratt. The building was then cut into three
pieces, led through the streets, and remounted
in its current location.

While society changed drastically over the
course of the next century, the First Unitarian
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Universalist Church remained a central part of
the local community. An early advocate of
equality, the Society called its first woman
minister, Clara Cook-Helve, in 1929, and she
became a prominent voice in the town
throughout the Great Depression. Today, the
Society remains a vibrant presence in
Middleboro and continues its strong focus on
community service and equality for all.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in congratulating the First Unitarian Univer-
salist Society of Middleboro as it celebrates its
125th anniversary and in wishing the Society
well in the years to come.

TRIBUTE TO TERI EHRESMAN

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON

OF IDAHO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
offer my thanks to Teri Ehresman, a dedicated
public servant who recently retired from the
Idaho National Laboratory (INL). As a Member
of Congress representing Idaho’s Second
Congressional District, | got to know Teri as
the communications lead for the Nuclear
Science and Technology Division of Commu-
nications and Governmental Affairs at INL. In
that capacity, Teri played an instrumental role
in spreading INL’s influence as the nation’s
lead lab for nuclear energy, and that designa-
tion has served the nation, the nuclear energy
industry and the State of Idaho very well. For
all of her hard work and the extra effort she
always gives to her tasks, Teri deserves our
recognition and praise. | want to wish Teri all
the best.

Teri Ehresman has received communica-
tions awards from Media Network Idaho, Na-
tional Federation of Press Women, Idaho
Press Club, and the Society for Technical
Communications. She was also named Ida-
ho’s 2008 Communicator of Achievement by
Media Network Idaho, and in 2010 received a
“Presidential Citation” from the National Fed-
eration of Press Women President for her vol-
unteer efforts. She is currently serving as first
vice president of the National Federation of
Press Women, a national organization for
communications professionals. She has pre-
viously served as second vice president and
secretary of the national organization. Addi-
tionally, Teri is active in the Idaho affiliate,
Media Network Idaho, where she organizes a
yearly writing contest for high school jour-
nalism students throughout the state.

Teri served two years as chair of the Idaho
Section of the American Nuclear Society
(ANS), and during both of those years, the
local section received the honor of being
named “Best Local Large Section” while she
was leading the 500 plus member organiza-
tion. Teri has been an elected board member
for ANS and helped to organize several inter-
national meetings for the national organization.
She was also appointed by the American Nu-
clear Society president to the ANS Public In-
formation committee and helps organize com-
munications-related sessions for the organiza-
tion’s national meetings.

Teri Ehresman is a wonderful lady and she
has served honorably and with distinction. As
a valuable contributor to the State of Idaho
and to the country, | want to offer my praise
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as she moves forward to the next stage in her
life.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JIM GERLACH

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. GERLACH. Mr. Speaker, unfortunately,
on November 12, 2014, | missed one recorded
vote on the House floor. Had | been present,
| would have voted “yea” on rollcall 516.

———————

THE 58TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
HUNGARIAN REVOLUTION OF 1956

HON. ANDY HARRIS

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. Speaker, last month, on
October 23, 2014, we celebrated the Hun-
garian Revolution of 1956, honoring the mem-
ory of freedom fighters who rose up against
the communist regime imposed on Hungary
after World War Il by the Soviet Union. It was
not only a culmination of Hungary’s struggle
for freedom, democracy and independence,
but also presaged the collapse of the Soviet
Empire. Indeed, the 1956 Hungarian Revolu-
tion and Fight for Freedom was the first tear
in the Iron Curtain, which collapsed none too
soon 25 years ago. Many heroes died fighting,
others were tortured and executed, while
200,000 had no other option other than to
leave their country. A large number of them
came to the United States and, together with
their families, started a new life as part of our
vibrant Hungarian American Community.

We must never forget the heroes of 1956
who knew exactly what they wanted. They
fought and died for freedom, a multi-party de-
mocracy and independence from the com-
munist tyranny imposed on their country by
the Soviet Union.

One of our greatest presidents, Ronald
Reagan, whose statue now stands in Freedom
Square of Budapest, remembered the Revolu-
tion as follows: “The Hungarian Revolution of
1956 was a true revolution of, by and for the
people. lts motivations were humanity’s uni-
versal longings to live, worship, and work in
peace and to determine one’s own destiny.
The Hungarian Revolution forever gave the lie
to communism’s claim to represent the people,
and told the world that brave hearts still exist
to challenge injustice.”

Consistent with our practice of fifty-eight
years, we are committed to keeping the mem-
ory of the heroes of 1956 alive. As we con-
template the promise of Hungary 1956, we are
reminded that that promise must never be for-
gotten or abandoned, as the heroes of 1956
deserve nothing less.

————

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
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fice, the national debt
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $17,942,478,973,674.58. We've
added $7,315,601,924,761.5 to our debt in 5
years. This is over $7.3 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-

ment.

was

———

RECOGNIZING THE CAREER OF
CLALLAM COUNTY COMMIS-
SIONER MIKE DOHERTY

HON. DEREK KILMER

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Clallam County Commissioner, Mike
Doherty, for his many years of service to com-
munities across the Olympic Peninsula.

Commissioner Doherty has served for two
decades on the Clallam County Board of
Commissioners and his longstanding commit-
ment to this community has been evident
throughout his tenure. As he steps down from
his position, | admire and thank him for his
many years of dedicated service.

Like me, Doherty is a native of Port Ange-
les, Washington. He graduated from Port An-
geles High School in 1961 before serving in
the U.S. Navy, attending Peninsula College
and Gonzaga University, and later earning a
J.D. from Georgetown University. During his
summers in law school, he spent time working
in the office of Senator Warren G. Magnuson.
After completing his law degree, Doherty re-
turned to Port Angeles and launched a career
serving his community.

Doherty served as the first chairman of the
Board of Freeholders, better known today as
the Charter Review Commission and was re-
sponsible for the creation of Clallam County’s
charter. After being appointed to the Commis-
sion and serving from 1976-1980, Doherty
was first elected to the Board of Commis-
sioners in 1998, representing the constituents
of District 3, which stretches from Neah Bay to
western Port Angeles. In addition, he served
as a Port Angeles School Board Member from
1991-1998.

In my time as a representative of our region,
| have enjoyed working with Mike and appre-
ciated his accessibility and his advocacy for
the people of Clallam County’s West End.
From small businesses to Native American
Tribes to timber mills to federal agencies, Mike
has been a champion for people on the Penin-
sula. Aside from his work on local government
issues, he has made a difference on a number
of fronts, including his advocacy for secure
rural schools funding in the Congress and his
participation in the Olympic Peninsula Collabo-
rative.

As a native of Port Angeles, | am grateful to
have leaders like Doherty working for our
community. I've been grateful for his counsel
and his friendship. His decades of service to
the people of this region are commendable,
and he has distinguished himself as an
impactful and thoughtful public servant for our
region.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to close by ap-
plauding Doherty for his dedication to serving
the people of Clallam County, Washington. |
am honored to recognize his service today in
the United States Congress.
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HONORING MR. WILLIE LEE
HUDSON

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable former
Law Enforcement Officer, Mr. Willie L. Hud-
son, who is a lifelong resident of Jonestown,
Mississippi.

Willie Lee Hudson, Jr. was born to the late
Willie Lee Hudson, Sr. and Alouis Hudson on
February 14, 1959 in Marks, Mississippi. He is
a graduate of Coahoma Agricultural High
School in Clarksdale, Mississippi and furthered
his education at Coahoma Community College
and North Carolina College. In May, 1977 he
joined the U.S. Marine Corp, where he served
three years and received an honorable dis-
charge. On August 4, 1981 he became a po-
lice officer with the Clarksdale Police Depart-
ment in Clarksdale, Mississippi. While at the
Clarksdale Police Department, Willie moved
up in rank as: Sergeant, Warrant Sergeant,
and Warrant Captain.

In 2012 he retired from the Clarksdale Po-
lice Department. During his tenure as a police
officer, he worked for municipal police depart-
ments in Friars Point, Mississippi, Greenville,
Mississippi and Jonestown, Mississippi. In
2014 he was appointed Chief of Police for the
Jonestown Police Department, but, due to
health reasons, he retired from law enforce-
ment in September.

Mr. Hudson has been an Associate Minister
for 10 years at St. Luke Baptist Church in
Jonestown, Mississippi. He is married to Annie
Thomas-Hudson and they have eight children:
Willie, 1ll, Michael, Cherise, Paris, Willexia,
Whitney, Andrenett, and lesha; and four
grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing an amazing former law enforce-
ment officer.

HONORING LUKE BLANTON

HON. JASON T. SMITH

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Luke Blanton of Sikeston, Mis-
souri for his outstanding achievement of re-
ceiving his Eagle Scout Award. This award is
not easily attained and cannot be achieved
without a steadfast determination to succeed.

In order to receive this award, Luke com-
pleted an Eagle project that exemplifies patri-
otism and his commitment to serve others.
With the help of Sikeston Career and Tech-
nology Center, Luke built a flag depository box
in the Veterans Park in Sikeston, Missouri
where numerous flags continue to be collected
so they can be retired properly.

At a young age Luke has shown values
such as honesty, loyalty, and civility that in-
spire others. He has shown commitment to
good citizenship, physical fitness, and edu-
cation. By learning important survival skills, he
has made himself an asset to our community,
as well as the nation. Luke is a role model for
young and old, alike, and it is my pleasure to
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recognize his achievements before the House
of Representatives.

RECOGNIZING THE PENNDEL
WILDCATS FOOTBALL TEAM

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, the leg-
endary Green Bay Packers coach Vince
Lombardi once noted, “Football is a great deal
like life in that it teaches that work, sacrifice,
perseverance, competitive drive, selflessness
and respect for authority is the price that each
and every one of us must pay to achieve any
goal that is worthwhile.”

The gridiron is a place of winning and los-
ing, learning and growing—the same in the
pros as in local leagues across our nation.

For the Penndel Wildcats 145Ibs team, their
time together under the coaching eye of Joe
Erb has been as much about football as it has
been about life.

On Saturday, November 1, the team will
play their final game—closing out years of
work, dedication, friendship and success.
While football might not be in each player’s fu-
ture, there is no doubt that their time spent to-
gether has helped shape their coming years
for the better.

Best of luck to each member of the Penndel
Wildcats and their coaching staff—both on the
field and in their futures.

HONORING MICHAEL A. MCMURPHY
HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to my constituent, Michael A.
McMurphy, a longtime resident of Potomac,
Maryland, for his lifetime of dedicated service
to family, community and country, and | offer
my heartfelt congratulations to him on the oc-
casion of his retirement.

Michael McMurphy served honorably for ten
years in active duty in the United States Air
Force following graduation from the Air Force
Academy, after which he continued serving
our Nation in the Air Force Reserves, receiv-
ing several commendations for his outstanding
contributions.

After earning advanced degrees from St.
Mary’s University and the University of Texas
School of Law, he worked in the Office of
Chief Counsel for the U.S. Department of En-
ergy’s Oak Ridge Operations in Tennessee
from 1979 to 1983, where he supported the
Department’s Uranium Enrichment Enterprise,
among other critical areas.

In 1983, he joined COGEMA, Inc. in Be-
thesda, Maryland as its Secretary and General
Counsel, was subsequently promoted to Vice
President, and then elected President and
Chief Executive Officer in 1988. After
COGEMA was merged into the AREVA Group
in 2001, he became President and Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer of AREVA NC Inc., and then
President of AREVA Inc. in 2003.

In 2008, Mr. McMurphy was appointed Sen-
ior Executive Vice President of AREVA’s
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worldwide Front End Business Group, located
in Paris, France, and returned to the U.S. in
2013, rejoining AREVA Inc. as Executive Vice
President through 2014. Over his tenure, he
has won the admiration of his many col-
leagues and peers and has served on the
boards of directors of numerous companies
and industry organizations.

For his exceptional contributions to U.S.-
France relations and to the important commer-
cial ties between our two countries, he was
recognized by the President of France with an
appointment to the rank of Chevalier, or
knight, in the Ordre national du Mérite and
then, in 2012, to the rank of Chevalier in the
Légion d’honneur, that country’s highest civil-
ian honor.

Aside from his professional accomplish-
ments, his greatest achievement, according to
his sons Matthew and Kevin, is his love for his
wife Maureen—"that’'s a thing that makes us
very proud . . . that holds the family together,
and our family has always been close.”

In 2008, Michael and Maureen suffered a
tragic loss when their son Patrick, who moved
to New York City to pursue his dream of act-
ing, died at the age of 23 from severe head
injuries sustained from an accidental fall. Mi-
chael and Maureen established the Patrick Mi-
chael McMurphy Memorial Foundation in his
honor, and they have since done some won-
derful work through the foundation to promote
the arts, especially theater, film and music.
The foundation has benefited the Stella Adler
Studio of Acting, where Patrick completed his
studies, and is supporting promising young
people who would not otherwise be able to
pursue the arts with “life changing” scholar-
ships, mentoring and counseling.

Michael delighted in his children; his sons
fondly recall the sense of humor and commit-
ment with which Michael insisted on playing
the part of Cub Scout “Den Mother,” an un-
usual role for a dad in the 1980s, to spend
more time with his boys. “We were proud to
be the only boys we knew who had a dad for
a Den Mother,” they have said. Michael loves
children as he thinks they only bring joy and
humor to his life, and now Michael’s joy will be
spending greater quality time with his three
young grandchildren, perhaps outfitting them
with Chuck Taylor high-top All-Star basketball
shoes—shoes that bring him back happy
memories of his late son, who wore them
often.

| thank Michael for his many fine contribu-
tions, especially to the business and civic vital-
ity of Maryland, and | wish him much happi-
ness in this new phase of his life.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 150TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE HAMPDEN
COUNTY MASSACHUSETTS BAR
ASSOCIATION

HON. RICHARD E. NEAL

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, this year the Hamp-
den County Massachusetts Bar Association
celebrates its 150th anniversary, having been
officially incorporated on October 20, 1864.
For all those years, this group has been one
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of the pre-eminent organizations in my district
and beyond. The association is much more
than a group of lawyers looking out for the in-
terests of their profession. The association is
now over 1,000 members strong and out of its
membership over the years have emerged
some of the most outstanding lawyers and ju-
rists in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
For a century and a half the association has
been a proven leader in providing legal assist-
ance for the poor, educating the public on our
legal system and seeking improvements in our
courts.

The Hampden County Bar Association plays
a significant role in providing Pro Bono serv-
ices and access to justice, as well as commu-
nity outreach programs to the local commu-
nity. Such programs include a legal clinic, a
lawyer referral and information service, and
providing for Lawyer for a Day Programs, in its
Housing, Probate and District Courts. This vol-
unteer organization of lawyers provides pro-
fessional support and education to its mem-
bers and advocacy on behalf of lawyers, the
judiciary and the public at large. Its members
have continued to provide an unwavering
commitment to the legal profession, to each
other and to the people they serve. One of the
many noteworthy services provided by the
Hampden County Bar Association occurred
following the June 1, 2011 tornado, which im-
pacted Springfield and its surrounding commu-
nities. The Bar Association served as the base
and primary liaison to coordinate efforts to as-
sist victims of the tornado, including setting up
a hotline for the public as well as a FEMA hot-
line. Members of the Association attended var-
ious town meetings to assist property owners
with legal issues resulting from the tornado
devastation. This service also included rep-
resenting individuals who were facing con-
demnation hearings because of the significant
property damage to their premises. In addition,
the Hampden County Bar Association main-
tained the FEMA hotline a few months later in
2011 when flooding from Hurricane Irene af-
fected Franklin and Berkshire Counties, know-
ing that their bar associations did not have the
resources.

| urge all citizens to take note of the good
work of the Hampden County Bar Association
as it begins its next 150 years of public serv-
ice.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE SANTA BARBARA
HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT NEWS-
PAPER, THE FORGE

HON. LOIS CAPPS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
commemorate the 100th Anniversary of the
Santa Barbara High School student news-
paper, The Forge.

Published on October 16, 1914, The Forge
is the oldest existing high school newspaper in
Santa Barbara County and the second oldest
high school newspaper in the state of Cali-
fornia. The Forge published its first edition as
a letter-size, four-page weekly paper with a
staff of twelve and since then has developed
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into a respected student run publication, deliv-
ering news and creating discussion among
students and the entire Santa Barbara com-
munity.

Not only has The Forge built a reputation
within the Santa Barbara community, but also
on a state and national level. As a pioneer of
high school publications, The Forge earned
charter memberships in the National Scho-
lastic Press Association, the Columbia Scho-
lastic Press Association, and the Quill & Scroll
International Honor Society. Unlike many other
high school newspapers, The Forge has con-
tinuously published in print so as to keep the
long standing tradition since its’ first issue in
1914.

| am honored to represent Santa Barbara
High School and am proud of The Forge for
being an innovative leader within the institution
of high school newspapers. Thank you for
bringing to light the issues that matter most to
the students of Santa Barbara High School
then, now, and in years to come.

Today, | congratulate members, alumni, and
supporters of The Forge newspaper on 100
successful years of providing a voice for the
Santa Barbara High School Dons and for mak-
ing history. | look forward to watching this es-
teemed organization and its members grow
and have no doubt that they will continue to
play a prominent role in our community.

THE PASSING OF JOHN DOAR

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
memoriam of John Doar, who passed away at
the age of 92, this past Tuesday, November
11th, 2014.

A courageous advocate, a brilliant legal
mind, and a remarkable public servant—Mr.
Doar will remain an inspiration to everyone
who has made and who will make the pursuit
of justice their life’'s work. His accomplish-
ments are such that they cannot seem but ex-
aggerations—but because they are not—I feel
the need to stand before you and recognize a
colleague who did so much for so many.

As a member of the House Judiciary Com-
mittee, | was fortunate to have worked with
Mr. Doar many times—first during his time as
Assistant Attorney General for Civil Rights at
the U.S. Department of Justice, and later
when he served as Special Counsel during the
investigation and impeachment in the House
of President Nixon.

| remember Mr. Doar as someone of fierce
determination and true integrity. A Lincoln Re-
publican—he served two Democratic Presi-
dents and impeached a Republican one—with-
out ever changing his party affiliation.

But more than an adviser, he was an active
participant in making history. He was a firm
defender of our national ideals, and he fought
their perversion with every tool at his disposal.

As one of the architects of the Civil Rights
Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965,
he helped ensure that every American had the
opportunity to fully participate in our society
and our democracy.
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As an attorney and advocate for the Amer-
ican people, he fought to integrate the Univer-
sity of Mississippi, and secured the first con-
viction of white persons for violent crimes
against black persons in the history of Mis-
sissippi.

As a believer in law and the power of non-
violence, he stood between protesters and po-
lice on the edge of confrontation in the wake
of Medgar Evers funeral.

In every action he brought credit to his pro-
fession, to the government, and to the promise
of our nation.

It is has been my privilege to have worked
with Mr. Doar for so many years, and it has
been America’s privilege to have had his serv-
ice. His example will serve as a benchmark for
generations of public servants to come.

On behalf of a grateful nation, | extend my
sincere thanks and condolences to his family
and loved ones.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, | was
not present for rollcall votes 512-515 due to a
family emergency.

Had | been present, | would have voted
“yes” on #512, “no” on #513, “yes” on #514,
and “no” on #515.

——————

HONORING R.D. SIMPSON

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable public
servant, Chief R.D. Simpson, a native of Jack-
son, Mississippi.

Chief Simpson began his professional fire
service career in 1993 with the City of Jack-
son Fire Department. Chief Simpson is well
respected among firefighters in the City and
the County for his professionalism and his
ability to build strong relations between career
firefighters and volunteers.

In his 20 years of service, he has held the
following positions: Firefighter, Lieutenant in
the Emergency Service Division, Captain/
Emergency Medical Technician in the Emer-
gency Service Division, Division Chief of
Training, and Deputy Chief of the Emergency
Service Division.

Chief Simpson’s educational background in-
cludes: a bachelors degree in Political
Science from Jackson State University and a
master's degree in Occupational Safety and
Health from Columbia Southern University. He
has served as the Public Information Officer
for the Jackson Fire Department for the past
ten years.

Chief Simpson resides in Jackson, Mis-
sissippi with his wife and their five children.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Chief R.D. Simpson for his
dedication to serving others.
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COMMENDING FBISD VOLUNTEER

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Carol Scott, a Fort Bend Inde-
pendent School District volunteer, for receiving
the 2014 Hero for Children award.

This award recognizes volunteers who make
outstanding contributions of time and effort to
provide encouragement and practical knowl-
edge in the Texas public school system. Carol
Scott’'s commitment to children through her
energetic support of FBISD makes a dif-
ference in the lives of children every day. She
is leaving an invaluable mark on the individual
achievement of countless students and the
fabric of the Fort Bend community.

Thank you to Carol Scott for dedicating so
much of your time to our Fort Bend community
children. On behalf of the residents of the
Twenty-Second Congressional District  of
Texas; we congratulate Carol Scott for earning
the 2014 Hero for Children Award.

———

TRIBUTE TO LANE EVANS

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to offer
my respects to one of the former members of
this body, Lane Evans, who during his twenty-
four years in the House of Representatives
really made a difference, especially to our na-
tion’s veterans.

Lane Evans and | came to Congress to-
gether in 1983. During his more than two dec-
ades in the House, Lane was a forceful advo-
cate for the men and women who served in
our nation’s armed forces. His earlier service
in the Marines as a young man made him a
natural champion of U.S. military personnel,
and he rose to be the ranking Democrat on
the House Veterans Affairs Committee. He
was one of the first to recognize the serious
and long-overlooked problems of Agent Or-
ange, PTSD, and traumatic brain injury, and
the impacts these conditions had on veterans
and their families.

Representative BUSTOS, who today rep-
resents the area that Lane Evans served so
well for so many years, and others in the llli-
nois Delegation, have introduced a bill to
name the Veterans Clinic in Galesburg, lllinois
after Lane Evans. | can think of no better trib-
ute to a person who gave so much to Amer-
ica’s veterans, and | am proud to join in co-
sponsoring this measure.

| am proud to have served with Lane Evans
and to have possessed his friendship. | extend
my condolences to his family. He is deeply
missed.
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IN CELEBRATION OF THE REV.
JIMMIE L. MITCHELL

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to extend my sincerest congratulations
and Happy Birthday wishes to the Reverend
Jimmie L. Mitchell, who celebrated her 90th
birthday on Tuesday, October 7, 2014. On
Sunday, October 12, 2014, family, friends, and
members of Good Shepherd Deliverance
Church gathered to celebrate her birthday at
Receptions for You in Thomasville, Georgia.

Ollie Jimmie Lee Mitchell was born in 1924
to Mr. Jim and Mrs. Wessie Wilkerson of
Thomas County, Georgia. Family and friends
felt, even at that time, that Rev. Mitchell was
destined to do great things for God. However,
because of her mother's premature death,
Rev. Mitchell had to take on adult responsibil-
ities when she was just thirteen. She and her
sister, Willie Mae Simon, helped raise their
young sister and five brothers. Having over-
come these difficult times together, Rev.
Mitchell and Willie Mae Simon were insepa-
rable until October 2009 when Willie Mae
Simon died.

Growing up, Rev. Mitchell experienced
some very difficult and abusive years that
would have devastated any human being but
she nevertheless maintained her strength and
faith in God and He blessed her and led her
to her true purpose.

At 20 years old, she married Willie Mitchell,
Sr. and they settled down in Thomasville,
Georgia after he was discharged from the U.S.
Army. They had ten children, but one died at
birth. Rev. Mitchell was known for her very
conservative and strict parenting style. She
trained her family to treat all people equally re-
gardless of color or gender. She taught her
children to value education, love family, live by
faith, and study and work hard to achieve their
dreams. Those nine children have blessed her
with 24 grandchildren, 4 step-grandchildren,
26 great-grandchildren, and 4 great, great-
grandchildren.

When she was about 32 years old, Rev.
Mitchell attended a prayer meeting at her next
door neighbor’'s house, where she met Evan-
gelist Mella Lawyer who led Rev. Mitchell to
Christ and later became one of her dearest
friends. Rev. Mitchell became a member of
Saints Temple Holiness Church in Thomas-
ville, where she actively participated in many
ministries and became a missionary. Rev.
Mitchell accepted her call into the ministry in
1963, becoming one of the first ordained
women in Thomas County. She established
Good Shepherd Deliverance Church the fol-
lowing year. In the fifty years since then, she
planted more than seven churches throughout
the state of Georgia and traveled throughout
the nation to minister God’s grace to all.

George Washington Carver once said, “How
far you go in life depends on your being ten-
der with the young, compassionate with the
aged, sympathetic with the striving and toler-
ant of the weak and strong because someday
in your life you will have been all of these.”
Rev. Mitchell has gone far in life because her
everlasting faith in the Lord is vivid testimony
of His greatness to all whom she encounters.
A woman of determination and perseverance,
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she has a special spiritual talent for getting
closed doors to open. Her love and commit-
ment to Christ is reflected in her compas-
sionate leadership, which makes her a guiding
light within the community.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in extending our best wishes to an outstanding
spiritual pioneer, the Reverend Jimmie L.
Mitchell. She is truly a woman of faith whose
heart never stops giving and whose hands
never stop serving the people of her church
and her community of Thomasville, Georgia.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF JOHN
GLEN SPERLING, PHD

HON. NANCY PELOSI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, today, | rise to
celebrate the life and legacy of Dr. John Glen
Sperling, the visionary educator, entrepreneur,
and University of Phoenix founder who passed
away in August at the age of 93.

Sperling embraced education as the founda-
tion for living a full life—and as a resource for
overcoming poverty and creating new ladders
of opportunities for fellow citizens to fulfill their
potential.

Throughout his life, Sperling drew wisdom
from the wellspring of his own experience.
Coming of age in rural Missouri during the
Great Depression, Sperling struggled with
childhood illnesses, physical abuse, and learn-
ing disabilities. When he received his sec-
ondary school diploma, Sperling was still illit-
erate.

He decided to join the U.S. Merchant Ma-
rine, where he would finally learn to read.
After the U.S. entered the Second World War,
Sperling joined the U.S. Army Air Corps. His
service made him eligible for the educational
benefits of the G.1. Bill.

The affordable education made available
through the G.l. bill unlocked previously un-
imaginable possibilities for Sperling. He dis-
covered a passion for learning, receiving his
Bachelor's from Reed College and earning a
Master’s in history from the University of Cali-
fornia at Berkeley. He capped his studies with
a Ph.D. in 18th century mercantile history from
the University of Cambridge.

Education had lifted the sharecroppers’ son
to attend one of the most august institutions in
the English-speaking world, and Sperling was
determined to help other non-traditional stu-
dents realize their full potential.

So began the passion for education that
would become Sperling’s defining legacy. As a
professor at San Jose State University,
Sperling made a point of working with police
officers and other educators who aided teen-
agers with behavioral troubles—championing
the value of flexible, patient, and non-
judgmental teaching for students struggling to
find their way forward.

Sperling knew there was an opportunity and
a need for an institution dedicated to people
reaching for education at all times of their
lives—a place that recognized the cir-
cumstances of students already juggling the
demands of work or a family.

As he wrote in his memoir, Sperling found
himself a “Rebel With a Cause,” working to
put higher education within the grasp of work-
ing adults. In 1973, Sperling started what




E1564

would become the University of Phoenix, one
of the largest institutions of higher education.

Sperling created an institution that has em-
powered thousands of working adults with the
tools needed to provide a better quality of life
for themselves and their families. His enduring
legacy of innovation and entrepreneurship in
education has inspired new thinking and a re-
newed focus on non-traditional students
across all of academia.

John Sperling inspired so many Americans
to see—and seize—the opportunities in their
lives. We hope that it is a comfort to son,
Peter, his family, Joan Hawthorne, his com-
panion, and all of John’s loved ones that so
many share their sadness.

CONGRATULATING ALVIN ISD

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the Alvin Independent School
District for receiving the 2014 Clean Air Cham-
pion award.

This award honors organizations operating
in the Houston-Galveston area that are taking
extraordinary, voluntary measures to improve
the region’s air quality. The Alvin ISD earned
this recognition by revamping district-wide
transportation; they have boosted fuel effi-
ciency through a no-idle policy, pulled older,
less efficient vehicles off the road, and re-
placed most diesel-fueled buses with propane-
fueled buses.

| applaud the Alvin Independent School Dis-
trict in its forward thinking and contributions to
our local air quality and health. On behalf of
the residents of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, | congratulate Alvin
ISD for receiving the 2014 Clean Air Cham-
pion award.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
on November 12, | was absent due to airline
delays between California and Washington,
DC and was unable to cast my vote for rollcall
516.

Rollcall No. 516: Concur in the Senate
Amendment to H.R. 4194—Government Re-
ports Elimination Act. Had | been present |
would have voted, “aye.”

———

STATEMENT OF INTRODUCTION
FOR THE NAZI SOCIAL SECURITY
BENEFITS TERMINATION ACT OF
2014

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York.
Mr. Speaker, today | am introducing the bipar-
tisan Nazi Social Security Benefits Termination
Act of 2014 along with my colleagues Rep-
resentatives JASON  CHAFFETZ, LEONARD
LANCE, STEVE COHEN, JAMES MCGOVERN,
KATHY CASTOR, PETER KING, HANK JOHNSON,
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DAVID CICILLINE, KEITH ELLISON, PATRICK MUR-
PHY, STEVE ISRAEL, DEREK KILMER, and JACKIE
SPEIER. | commend Sens. BoB CASEY and
CHARLES SCHUMER for introducing the Senate
companion.

After the conclusion of World War Il, thou-
sands of people who participated in Nazi per-
secution fled to the United States and lied
about their pasts to gain U.S. citizenship. The
Department of Justice has successfully identi-
fied and deported hundreds of these individ-
uals over more than three decades. There
were, however, individuals who left the country
of their own accord before being issued an
order of removal, which would have termi-
nated all federal benefits, including Social Se-
curity. Without this order, eligibility for these
benefits remained intact and these individuals
collected millions of dollars in federal benefit
checks.

The Nazi Social Security Benefits Termi-
nation Act of 2014 would require the U.S. At-
torney General to notify the Social Security
Commissioner to terminate benefits for any in-
dividual who has renounced citizenship or
been denaturalized on the grounds of partici-
pation in Nazi persecution. In the event that
the Department of Justice identifies Nazi war
criminals still residing in the U.S., it may ini-
tiate its denaturalization process as normal,
and this rule change would allow benefits ter-
mination at the end of that process. The
measure also requires an annual report to
Congress from the Department of Justice on
the number of individuals it has determined
are disqualified for Social Security benefits
under this new legislation as well as the num-
ber of active investigations against Nazi war
criminals it continues to pursue.

| urge my colleagues to cosponsor this leg-
islation that would finally put an end to this
grave misuse of federal dollars. After decades
of paying out benefits to Nazi criminals who
slipped through our justice system, it is past
time to correct this injustice.

HONORING THE UNITY COUNCIL

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the Unity Council’s 50th Anni-
versary. For five decades, the Unity Council
has continued to enrich our community’s qual-
ity of life by helping families build wealth and
assets through sustainable economic, social
and neighborhood development programs.

In 1964, what started as a political action
group soon evolved into a social services as-
sistance program to aid Latinos in Oakland,
California’s Fruitvale district. In their new ca-
pacity, the Unity Council created Oakland’s
first Spanish-speaking employment office and
worked with Oakland city officials to create the
first Latino library, now known as the Cesar E.
Chavez Branch Public Library. By 1967, the
organization had become incorporated as a
nonprofit organization and service agency. In
the years that followed, the Unity Council be-
came a powerful catalyst for pervasive social
change.

During the 1970s, the Unity Council created
a business advisory committee composed of
Clorox,  Pacific  Bell, PG&E, Kaiser
Permanente and Safeway; formed the
Fruitvale Community Development District; ini-
tiated a small Latino business loan and assist-
ance center; and built Las Casitas, the first
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ever Latino-built housing development in Oak-
land.

The 1980s brought challenging times for the
Unity Council, which nearly resulted in the or-
ganization’s demise. Fortunately, broad-based
community support, strategic business partner-
ships, and a drastic reorganization allowed the
Unity Council to rebuild its reputation and
once again establish itself as the voice of the
Fruitvale district and of Latinos in Oakland.

Starting in the early 1990s, the Unity Coun-
cil expanded its Head Start Program from 18
children to 117, and offered early childhood
development services, health and nutrition
education, advocacy, and social services. Cur-
rently, the Head Start Program and the more
recent addition, Early Head Start Program,
serve a total of 608 low-income families.

In 1995, the Unity Council began its Fagade
Improvement Program, designed to provide
business and property owners matching grants
of up to $10,000 to fund rehabilitation projects.
By 2005, the Facade Improvement Program
had completed 120 projects and leveraged
$220,000 of grant dollars into millions of dol-
lars in contributions from stakeholders. That
same year, the Unity Council received funding
to launch the Fruitvale Public Market, a 7,000
square foot business incubator space de-
signed to promote the local economy and cre-
ate high quality and sustainable jobs for neigh-
borhood residents. As a result, the Fruitvale
commercial district went from 30-40 percent
vacancy to less than 1 percent vacancy, and
became the second largest revenue producing
commercial area in the city of Oakland.

One of the Unity Council’s biggest mile-
stones is the Fruitvale Transit Village. The na-
tionally recognized Fruitvale Transit Village
opened in 2003 with 47 housing units as well
as offices for several major community organi-
zations. Earlier this year, the Unity Council re-
ceived state funding that will allow the addition
of 275 affordable and market-rate rental units
to the Fruitvale area. After 50 years, the Unity
Council remains the most relevant voice for
the Latino community in the East Bay.

Therefore, on behalf of the residents of Cali-
fornia’s 13th Congressional District, | thank the
Unity Council for the countless contributions
and never-ending commitment to our commu-
nities. | wish the Unity Council another fifty
years of continued success.

——

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 75TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE INTER-
CHURCH COUNCIL OF GREATER
NEW BEDFORD

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate the Inter-Church Council of
Greater New Bedford as this organization
celebrates its 75th anniversary this month.

For three quarters of a century, the Inter-
Church Council of Greater New Bedford has
united religious organizations throughout our
community in service to the surrounding area.
Comprised of 47 member congregations
stretching from Westport to Wareham, and
supported by a volunteer force of more than
150 leaders, the Council has since its found-
ing served as a strong faith collaborative com-
mitted to social justice and spiritual renewal
for all its members.

The Council serves our community in many
important ways. lts housing programs serve
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more than 400 low-income elderly and dis-
abled residents, its chaplains assist patients in
St. Luke’s Hospital, and its members partici-
pate in various community service initiatives,
such as Peace Marches, gun exchanges for
food, and hands-on ministries in the local
neighborhoods. Clergy and lay members alike
tackle the tough issues faced in our region
each and every day, and for this reason our
community is a better place as a result of their
service.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to commemorate
the Inter-Church Council of Greater New Bed-
ford upon its 75th anniversary. | ask that my
colleagues join me in thanking this organiza-
tion for everything it has given to our commu-
nity, and in wishing it well for many years to
come.

———

CONGRATULATING MACHINISTS
LOCAL LODGE 831 ON THEIR
100TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. BRUCE L. BRALEY

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. BRALEY of lowa. Mr. Speaker, I'd like
to take an opportunity to congratulate Machin-
ists Local Lodge 831 on their 100th anniver-
sary. Local Lodge 831 is located in Cedar
Rapids, which is in my district. Local Lodge
831 was chartered as Harmony Lodge 831 on
November 18, 1913.

For over a century, the Machinists in Cedar
Rapids have worked to strengthen the middle
class and advance every American’s right to
collectively bargain. Machinists successfully
implemented the 8-hour workday, helped out-
law child labor, and have worked to increase
salaries for middle class Americans. In Cedar
Rapids, Local Lodge 831 has provided good
paying jobs to many hardworking lowans.
Since being elected to Congress, I've been
proud to work alongside the members of Local
Lodge 831 in strengthening the middle class.

I’'m proud to call many of the members of
Local Lodge 831 my friends, including Presi-
dent Brad Van Fossen and former President
Joe Ironside. | congratulate every member of
Local Lodge 831 on their 100th anniversary
and wish them all the best for the future.

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. MIKE
GAYMON

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor a strong community and busi-
ness leader and outstanding citizen, Mike
Gaymon. Mr. Gaymon has retired after more
than 26 years as President and CEO of the
Greater Columbus Chamber of Commerce. He
was honored at a Retirement Celebration on
Thursday, October 23, 2014 at 4:00 p.m. at
the Chamber of Commerce in Columbus,
Georgia.

A native of South Carolina, Mr. Gaymon has
been in the chamber business for over thirty-
eight years. He led chambers in South Caro-
lina, North Carolina, and Alabama before mov-
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ing to Columbus, Georgia in 1988 to serve as
President and CEO of the Greater Columbus
Chamber of Commerce.

Mr. Gaymon has revolutionized the Colum-
bus Chamber as well as the Columbus com-
munity in many ways during his long tenure as
President. He spearheaded the Need for Land
project between Fort Benning and Columbus,
which resulted in land for the Muscogee Tech-
nology Park. He oversaw the Chamber’s
Riverfront Committee, which worked to set the
stage for development of the riverfront, includ-
ing the Riverwalk, one of the longest river
walks in the nation, spanning 15 miles along
the banks of the Chattahoochee River. The
Chamber was actively involved in the first
SPLOST in 1993, which opened the door for
the construction of the new Civic Center and
the enhancement of Golden Park, where the
1996 Olympics Women’s Softball Tournament
was held. Mr. Gaymon also led the Chamber
in forming the Valley Partnership, one of the
largest and most successful regional economic
development organizations. Additionally, the
Chamber created the Young Professionals
Program, which has over 650 members rep-
resenting over 200 companies.

Under Mr. Gaymon’s leadership, the Cham-
ber became the first five-star chamber in
Georgia and one of only twenty-seven in the
nation in November 2006. He will leave the
Chamber in good shape with a $3 million an-
nual operating budget and a steady member-
ship of about 1,250 firms, a majority of those
small businesses. His economic development
accomplishments exceed $5.3 billion dollars
with nearly 60,000 new jobs generated or re-
tained.

Mr. Gaymon has been selected by his peers
as the Georgia Chamber Executive of the
Year and has been named as Georgia Tech’s
Top Presenter for Economic Development
Workshop and one of Top Five National In-
structors by the U.S. Chamber. He also has
been named as one of the 100 Top Influential
Georgians by Georgia Trend, among numer-
ous other honors and distinctions.

The city of Columbus has also felt the
waves of change emanating from the ren-
ovated old train depot where the Chamber is
housed. In 2013, over 3,000 new primary jobs
were created and more than $148 million was
invested in the region. It is home to successful
and renowned companies such as Aflac,
TSYS, NCR, Pratt & Whitney, and Koch
Foods, which as a whole have invested almost
$3.5 billion into the region while creating more
than 20,000 direct and indirect jobs. Further-
more, Columbus became the first Certified Lit-
erate Community in Georgia and has consist-
ently been recognized as one of “Top 100
Places to Live in America,” “100 Best Places
to Raise a Family,” and “Number 1 for Single
Senior Citizens” throughout the years.

Mr. Gaymon has accomplished much in his
life but none of this would have been possible
without the love and support of his wife, Shei-
la, their children and grandchildren, and his
parents.

Dr. Benjamin E. Mays often said: “You
make your living by what you get, you make
your life by what you give.” We are so grateful
that Mr. Gaymon has given his time and tal-
ents to shaping a team of dedicated business
leaders to improve the city of Columbus and
surrounding areas.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Mr. Mike Gaymon for his twenty-
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six outstanding years as President and CEO
of the Greater Columbus Chamber of Com-
merce. His energizing leadership has helped
this organization transform the Columbus com-
munity for the better.

—

TRIBUTE TO BARRY BERGEY
HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to express my gratitude and appreciation to
Barry Bergey, who retires this month as Direc-
tor of Folk and Traditional Arts at the National
Endowment for the Arts after a distinguished
29-year tenure.

Mr. Bergey’s predecessor at the NEA, Dan
Sheehy, spoke of him as follows:

“Barry grew up in the picture postcard town
of New Haven, Missouri, on the banks of the
Missouri River, population 2,000. His father
was a minister, and Barry once recalled how
sitting through the same sermon two times
each Sunday prepared him for the many
meetings he would sit through during his gov-
ernment career. After working for a time at
Washington University of St. Louis, he found
the professional love of his life—Missouri’s
rich store of traditions and the artists who
maintained them. He became the state’s first
folk arts coordinator. His congenial persona,
his cultural knowledge, and his dedication to
serving grassroots people and their most cher-
ished traditions caught the attention of Bess
Lomax Hawes, then director of the National
Endowment for the Ars’ budding Folk Arts
Program. Barry was hired by the NEA as a
senior arts specialist in 1985 and became the
program’s fourth Director in 2001, following
Alan Jabbour, Hawes and Daniel Sheehy.
With 29 years of service to his credit, he is the
longest-serving folk and traditional arts staff
member.”

Mr. Bergey absorbed the values of folk and
traditional artists during his upbringing and
worked to preserve and promote them
throughout his career. With Julia and Jim
Olen, he produced “I'm Old but I'm Awfully
Tough,” a recording of field documentation
made in the Ozark Region of Missouri and Ar-
kansas in 1975. As State Folk Arts Coordi-
nator at the Missouri Cultural Heritage Center
based at the University of Missouri-Columbia
from 1983-85, he initiated a model statewide
traditional arts apprenticeship program and a
statewide touring and performance series. He
also curated a touring exhibition on a 19th
century housebarn in rural Franklin County
near New Haven, Missouri, where he grew up.
Mr. Bergey founded the Missouri Friends of
the Folk Arts, an organization that sponsored
the annual Frontier Folklife Festival at the
Gateway Arch in St. Louis and produced The
Missouri Tradition, a public radio program. He
also taught courses on the blues and on
American folk music at Washington University
in St. Louis.

In addition to managing NEA grants on folk
and traditional arts, Mr. Bergey directed the
NEA National Heritage Fellowships, the pre-
miere American lifetime honors for individual
accomplishments in folk and traditional arts.
He provided guidance and support for folk arts
infrastructure and statewide apprenticeship
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programs, as well as technical assistance in
the field. Mr. Bergey urged support for many
recommended applicants, recognizing that
even a small grant could make a difference to
folk arts projects and that an organization
could leverage NEA support when seeking
funding from other organizations and donors.

Mr. Bergey’s international leadership in-
cludes service as consultant to the Center for
U.S.-China Arts Exchange on a long-term
project to conserve traditional arts and minor-
ity culture in Yunan Province, China; author of
a chapter on music and public policy in the
United States and Canada in the Garland En-
cyclopedia of World Music; and service on the
U.S. delegation for the UNESCO Intergovern-
mental Meetings of Experts to Draft a Conven-
tion for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural
Heritage, the UNESCO Inter-American Com-
mittee on Culture of the Organization of Amer-
ican States in 2003, and the U.S. delegation
to UNESCO to draft a Convention on the Di-
versity of Cultural Expressions in 2005.

Joe Wilson, who served as Chairman of the
National Council for the Traditional Arts in Sil-
ver Spring, Maryland, described Mr. Bergey’s
service as follows:

“During his years as a folklorist and col-
lector, Barry sought out those the Good Book
calls ‘even the least of these little Ones.” He
understood that the genes for creativity were
spread wide, and knew it was his duty to
reach into the places where the poor and rag-
ged people dwelled. He was gracious and
good to all who came calling, and understood
that it was his duty to be certain that his
branch of government was fair to all its citi-
zens. He honored the taxpayers by being
careful in the expenditure of funds. In an influ-
ential place and at an important time, he lifted
artists up, all artists, and made them better
understood. His reach has been great, and his
grasp magnificent.”

| urge my colleagues to join me in thanking
Barry for his extraordinary service to the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts and for his out-
standing contributions to our cultural heritage,
and in wishing him, his wife Jean, and his chil-
dren Claire and Matthew all the best in the
coming years.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. RON KIND

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, | was unable to
have my votes recorded on the House floor on
Wednesday, November 12, 2014. Mechanical
issues in Minneapolis delayed my flight to
Washington, DC until after votes had been
called. Had | been present, | would have voted
in favor of H.R. 4194 (Roll No. 516).

———————

HONORING MOUNT ZION
MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON
OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, November 13, 2014
Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor Mount Zion Mis-
sionary Baptist Church Canton, Mississippi.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

The population of Madison County, Mis-
sissippi has been predominantly African-Amer-
ican since 1840. Prior to 1865, some mem-
bers of the African-American population, most
of whom had arrived in the country as slaves,
were permitted to attend worship services, to
be baptized and to be married in the area
churches. They were also allowed to join es-
tablished white congregations.

Early county records indicate that slaves
were a part of the church communities. The
Old Madison Presbyterian Church, the First
Presbyterian, and the First Baptist listed a
total membership of one hundred and thirty-
four. One hundred were slaves and the other
thirty-four were whites.

After the Civil War and freedom, African-
Americans naturally desired to establish their
own houses of worship. In 1865, the newly
freed members of the congregation of First
Baptist, with encouragement and financial as-
sistance from their white counterparts, orga-
nized Mount Zion Baptist Church. Rev. T.J.
Drane, pastor of the white church, served as
minister receiving for his services a monthly
salary of one dollar.

In 1870, Drane and R.B. Johnson donated
two acres of land on the northern boundary of
the plantation to Mount Zion. The first church
was erected on Freedman Hill, located at the
corner of North Railroad and Bowman Streets,
according to the 1898 George and Dunlap
map of Canton. Rev. Drane called for a meet-
ing with council along with Mr. Will Powell
from the white Baptist Church to help establish
the church.

In addition to serving as pastor, Rev. Drane
ran a day school and was assisted by Lillian
Highgate, a white female. Rev. Drane received
an additional $1.50 a month for his services.
He also organized and maintained the first
Sunday school class. All other organizations
came into existence after Rev. Drane’s res-
ignation. Rev. Jordan Williams replaced him.

Newspapers frequently carried announce-
ments concerning Mount Zion’s activities. For
example, “Several converts at the Colored
Baptist Church were baptized at the railroad
culvert,” or “Rev. Williams, pastor of the Col-
ored Baptist Church, immersed ten converts
last Sunday night”. The second church site
was across the street where the TWL parking
lot is now located.

The third and fourth pastors were Rev-
erends Mass and Davis. The fifth pastor, Rev.
R.T. Sims, served for eighteen years and Rev.
W.L. Varnado for seven. The seventh through
the tenth pastors were as follows: Rev. Brad-
ley, Rev. Morris, Rev. Drew, and Rev. A.D.
Purnell.

By the 1920’s, the congregation had out-
grown the church and Rev. Purnell, along with
members, began raising money for a larger
building. The new lot for our present church
was purchased from Jack Warren. Rev.
Purnell asked Mr. S.M. Reddrick, Vice Presi-
dent of Madison County Bank, to serve as
custodian over the church’s building funds. He
also asked if he would direct the building of
the church and issue bonds to underwrite con-
struction costs.

The bank issued $14,000 in bonds. Ray-
mond H. Spencer was the architect of the
neoclassical brick structure. He also designed
the First Methodist Church of which Reddick
was a member. The building was erected in
1929 at the cost of $35,000. The congregation
moved into the new structure February 1930.
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Rev. P.F. Parker, the eleventh pastor, with
the help of God and members, burned the
mortgage. Under his leadership the church
grew. For example, the following organizations
played an active role in missionary work: Sen-
ior Missionary Society, Junior Matrons, Young
Woman’s Auxiliary, Red Circle/Sunshine Band,
Sunday school, Baptist Training Union, Senior
Choir, Gospel Chorus, Junior/Beginner's
Choir, New Membership Club, Pastor's Aide,
Boys’ Bible Club and Usher Board. Rev.
Parker served until his death in 1970.

Mount Zion continued to serve the African-
American community religiously and socially.
During the summer of 1964, Mount Zion was
the location of a pivotal moment in our state’s
civil rights struggle. In her autobiography,
Coming of Age in Mississippi, Ann Moody
notes that Mount Zion was the biggest Negro
church in Canton and the center of the local
marches.

On Friday, May 29, 1964, on the church
lawn, six hundred community and church
members witnessed the near death beating of
McKinley Hamilton, a young African-American
man. As a result, eighty church members
marched on the Madison County jail in one of
the first protest marches in Canton. Mount
Zion became known as the “Church of Ref-
uge”. In 1968, twelve hundred students from
Rogers High School marched because they
were outraged over the murder of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. A group of parents led them
to Mount Zion. Rev. Parker opened the doors
of the church to them, thus saving them from
injury by law enforcement officers waiting for
them on Hickory Street in front of High’s Fu-
neral Home.

Dr. W.L. Johnson, our twelfth and present
pastor, has served for twenty-nine years. His
words have power through the Holy Spirit.
Under Dr. Johnson’s leadership, the church
has continued its growth. For example, the
church has been air-conditioned, carpeted
throughout, a fellowship hall and recreation
center built and equipped, four parking lots
purchased and surfaced, restrooms were re-
modeled, a lounge installed, pews padded, a
new intercom system purchased, speakers in-
stalled in the pulpit and choir loft, additional
chairs purchased for the choir and seating
areas in the wings, two new copiers, a com-
puter, storage room, and a fifteen passenger
van and twenty-seven passenger bus were
also purchased. The stained glass windows
were repaired, and the pastor study was
moved upstairs.

We now have a summer recreation pro-
gram. Our membership is approximately 500
and still growing. The church is one of the
most monumental, intact, and historic re-
sources associated with the Canton African-
American Community. As a result of this, the
church was recently placed on the registry of
Historical Buildings.

Our aim is to give every God-seeking per-
son an opportunity to receive salvation. The
church clearly reflects the importance of the
social and religious life of the African-Amer-
ican community from its birth in 1865 up to the
present. Let us resolve to make service to
Christ a priority in our lives.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me

in recognizing Mount Zion Missionary Baptist
Church.
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HONORING THE PERALTA
COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the Peralta Community College
District's 50th Anniversary. Encompassing
Berkeley City College, College of Alameda,
Laney College and Merritt College, the Peralta
Colleges have provided quality higher edu-
cation to over one million students since its
founding.

Established on July 1, 1964, Peralta Com-
munity College District was formed after the
residents of Alameda, Albany, Berkeley,
Emeryville, Oakland and Piedmont voted to
create a separate and single community col-
lege district. The district was named Peralta
after Sergeant Luis Maria Peralta, since all the
cities are located on the original Spanish land
grant.

At that time, Laney and Merritt Colleges
were the only campuses that made up the
new college district. A year later, voters ap-
proved a $47 million bond measure to build
new campuses across the northern Alameda
county area, with the College of Alameda es-
tablished in 1968 and Berkeley City College in
1974.

While there are no Historically Black Col-
leges and Universities (HBCUs) in California,
Merritt College is considered an accredited mi-
nority-serving institution, allowing the college
access to HBCU funding.

The colleges within Peralta Community Col-
lege District offer innovative programs such as
nursing, automotive technology, office admin-
istration, mechanics, bio manufacturing, book-
keeping, carpentry, food service and res-
taurant management. The colleges often align
with businesses, industry and government to
tailor training programs to meet economic and
staffing needs. This in turn helps build a
strong workforce and support our vibrant com-
munity and economy.

Community colleges provide opportunities
for millions of students and adults to continue
their education in a flexible and affordable en-
vironment. Students attend community col-
leges for a range of reasons: as a first step to
earning a bachelor's degree, an opportunity to
gain workforce training, or simply a chance to
learn or improve a skill.

I commend the Peralta Community College
District for providing our community with qual-
ity and affordable education. In addition to
serving our region’s students, the Peralta
Community College District also attracts and
engages individuals from all over the world.
Through its Office of International Affairs and
District Education, it has been at the forefront
of promoting cultural diversity, pluralism and
mutual understanding, benefitting all Bay Area
residents and visitors.

During the 1980’s, my mentor and friend, a
great woman warrior and member of the
Berkeley City Council, Maudelle Shirek, and |
attended night classes at then Vista, now
Berkeley City College. We received a certifi-
cate in International Business and | will always
remember this as a rigorous and rich edu-
cational experience. | am very proud of this
certificate and encourage my constituents to
attend Peralta Colleges because of the excel-
lent programs and curriculum they offer.
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On behalf of the residents of California’s
13th Congressional District, | extend my con-
gratulations on this important milestone and
thank all of the people who have contributed
to the success of the Peralta Community Col-
lege District throughout the years. | wish the
Peralta Colleges continued success in the
years to come.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, on
Wednesday, November 12, | missed a rollcall
vote. Had | been present, | would have voted
“yea” on #516.

———

A TRIBUTE TO ANNETTE POLLY
WILLIAMS

HON. GWEN MOORE

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to my friend Rep. Annette Polly
Williams. She was the longest serving woman
in the history of the Wisconsin State Legisla-
ture, retiring from public office after 30 years
of service. Affectionately known as Polly, she
was not only a former colleague but also a
mentor to me and many other new legislators.
Ms. Annette Polly Williams passed away on
November 9, 2014.

Polly was born in the Mississippi Delta re-
gion of Belzoni, Mississippi and moved to Mil-
waukee when she was 10 years old. She was
a product of the public school system and a
fellow graduate of North Division High School.
Rep. Williams was committed to ensuring that
all children received access to a good edu-
cation. She became the author/mother of the
nation’s first true Educational Parental Choice
Legislation because of her passion and com-
mitment to education.

Although she is best known for her Parental
Choice legislation, Rep. Williams was a great
stateswoman and made her mark in other
areas as well: founder of the Black Women’s
Network, the Milwaukee Parental Assistance
Center and the Black Leadership Organiza-
tion. Further, she was a co-founder of the Afri-
can American Alliance providing political lead-
ership to Milwaukee’s African American com-
munity, a founding member of the Wisconsin
African American Women’s Center and served
as the host of several different programs on a
local radio station for many years. She was
there to bring assistance, whether it was to
someone who had lost a loved one, experi-
enced a natural disaster such as Hurricane
Katrina or local flooding. She provided out-
standing service to her constituents.

Polly leaves behind 4 children: Winston Wil-
liams Il (Lynette); Mildred Williams; Kimberly
Bums (Michael, deceased); and Krystal Oby
(Joe), grandchildren, a great grandchild and a
host of other relatives and friends to mourn
her passing. She leaves a legacy of a giving,
willing worker, always providing both support
and compassion to those in need. Annette
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Polly Williams leaves a strong example of
leadership and excellence for her children and
grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, Polly was my friend and a Mil-
waukee and Wisconsin treasure and | valued
her service to the 4th Congressional District. |
urge you and my colleagues in the U.S.
House of Representatives to join me in a sa-
lute to the late Rep. Annette Polly Williams.

IN RECOGNITION OF GERALD SHEA

HON. LOIS CAPPS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to District Attorney Gerald Shea,
who recently retired after 37 years of public
service to the county of San Luis Obispo.

A San Diego native, Mr. Shea began his
prosecutorial career in 1974 as a Deputy At-
torney General with the California Attorney
General’'s office in Los Angeles. In 1977, he
moved to our local community of San Luis
Obispo where he became a Deputy District At-
torney with the San Luis Obispo County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office.

For the next 37 years, Mr. Shea worked his
way through the ranks in the District Attorney’s
office. In 1982 he became the Supervising At-
torney for the Child Support Division, and in
1985 he was selected to be Chief Deputy Dis-
trict Attorney. Eventually Mr. Shea became
San Luis Obispo County District Attorney,
elected by the voters first in 1998, where he
served the remainder of his distinguished ca-
reer. Mr. Shea’s accomplishments in the field
of criminal justice have left a renowned and
lasting impact on his colleagues, peers, and
the community.

Beyond his professional roles in our com-
munity, Mr. Shea has served the San Luis
Obispo community through his roles on the
Board of Directors for the San Luis Obispo
Women'’s Shelter, on the Executive Council for
the County’s Children’s Services Network, on
the Advisory Board for the statewide organiza-
tion known as Fight Crime: Invest in Kids, and
as Chair of the Domestic Violence Task Force.
He is the former Chair of the Criminal Justice
Administrators’ Association, a founding mem-
ber of the county’s Anti-Gang Coordinating
Commission, and was President of the Cali-
fornia District Attorneys Association.

It is with great respect that | thank Mr. Shea
for his decades of public service, commitment,
and leadership and | wish him continued suc-
cess and happiness during retirement.

——

CONGRATULATING UH PRESIDENT
AND UH SYSTEM CHANCELLOR
ON “PRIDE OF INDIA AWARD”

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate University of Houston (UH) Presi-
dent and UH System Chancellor Renu Khator
for receiving the “Pride of India Award.”

This award honors individuals who have
demonstrated exemplary leadership abilities in
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business or civic life and acted as role models
for Indians and Indian-Americans in the United
States. The Twenty-Second Congressional
District of Texas includes a thriving Indo-
American community, which benefits from
strong community leaders like Dr. Khator.
Moreover, the entire Houston economy bene-
fits from the remarkable contributions of the
UH educational community.

| applaud President Renu Khator on her re-
markable progress in strengthening University
of Houston’s educational system. On behalf of
the residents of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, | congratulate Dr.
Khator for receiving the “Pride of India
Award.”

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. RANDY NEUGEBAUER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, when Roll
Call Vote #516 was taken on November 12,
2014, | was unable to be in Washington, DC
to place my vote. Had | been present, | would
have voted in favor.

———

HONORING SERGEANT MILTON
MOORE

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable veteran
and community servant, Sergeant Milton
Moore. Sergeant Moore has shown what can
be done through hard work, setting goals, and
aiming high.

Sergeant Moore attended the Southern Re-
gional Public Safety Institute in Long Beach,
MS where he graduated with honors in 2000.
He has completed training in: Clandestine Lab
Investigations, Interview and Interrogation,
Psychological Response to Active Shooter,
and numerous other training courses, includ-
ing, FEMA Incident Command System
1CS200, ICS300, ICS400, and ICS700.

Sergeant Milton Moore was hired with the
City of Vicksburg in September 1999, as a
firefighter. Deciding to follow the footsteps of
his father, he became an employee of the
Vicksburg Police Department in March 2000.
Since that time, he has served as a Patrol Of-
ficer and Field Training Officer.

Sergeant Moore was promoted to the rank
of Sergeant in February 2010, scoring the
highest of all candidates. Sergeant Moore is
presently serving as a shift commander, where
he currently has 9 officers under his com-
mand.

Sergeant Moore was only 6 years old when
his father joined the Vicksburg Police Depart-
ment in 1975. Being around law enforcement
all of his life, Sergeant Moore gained interest
and respect for the duties of law enforcement.
He knew that one day he would be able to
wear the uniform and follow his father’s foot-
steps and become an officer at the Vicksburg
Police Department. Most of the traits and val-
ues that Sergeant Moore’s father instilled in
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him he still practices daily. These attributes
have helped Sergeant Moore become a model
officer.

February 19, 2014, Sergeant Milton Moore
was honored as Officer of the Year by the
Vicksburg Homecoming Benevolence Club.
Being a recipient of this award, was a very
humbling experience for Sergeant Moore. The
award is named the “Artel Moore Award” after
Sergeant Moore’s deceased father.

Sergeant Moore is a member of the Mis-
sissippi Homeland Security Task Force. Ser-
geant Moore is a veteran of the United States
Armed Forces, serving in the U.S. Navy during
the first Iraq war, Desert Storm, in 1991.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Sergeant Milton Moore for his
dedication to serving our great Country and
his community.

———

TRIBUTE TO VETERANS DAY
ESSAY CONTEST WINNER

HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the winner of the 2014 Veterans
Day essay contest for New York’s 14th Con-
gressional District. Kezia Dickson, a student
from I.S. 61 in Corona, Queens submitted the
winning essay on the topic, “What Veterans
Day Means To Me.” Kezia’s essay reads as
follows:

Each day, millions of people in the Armed
Forces risk their lives in order to protect us.
They put losing their family, friends and life
behind just so that they can protect us. These
people show unexplainable bravery and cour-
age. | can’t even imagine putting my life on
the line to fight in a war where | may possibly
die. When | sit down and think about what
these people are doing it blows my mind. |
find it so honorable and breathtaking that
someone would put themselves in such dan-
ger for strangers.

That is why when Veterans Day comes
along | make sure to do something for those
members of the Armed Forces. This holiday is
just a chance for me to say thank you and
God bless you for your unimaginable courage
and kindness. | can't even go on to think
about the struggle and pain some of these
family members may feel each day as they
don’t know if their husband, wife, son or
daughter, mother or father is still alive. Just let
alone going to sleep without having that type
of awareness is hard. Sometimes we Ameri-
cans take things for granted, especially other
freedoms. Most people fail to understand that
the freedom we have doesn’t come for free.
Sacrifices are made and people end up dying
in the process.

For some, Veterans Day is a day where you
don’t have to go to work or school. For me it's
a time of reflection and renewal. That is why
Veterans Day is very important to me. To
know that somebody’s husband/wife, son/
daughter, father/mother is dying just so that |
can have my freedom makes me take a step
back. It makes me think twice about the ac-
tions I'm taking and the things I'm doing right
now. | just begin to say to myself: “Are the
things I'm doing now worth someone’s life
being lost?”

November 13, 2014

| appreciate these members of the Armed
Forces with the deepest gratitude. They've
helped save my life and protect other millions
of Americans. In my family, | have uncles and
cousins who have served and are serving
now. | understand what they do is very hard
and it takes mental, emotional, and physical
strength to go through with it. They go through
so many obstacles, but they seem to never
give up. They make me proud to call myself
an American. It is their bravery and audacity
that keeps America living. What they do is just
unbelievable. Basically, Veterans Day is my
time to say, “Thank you for saving my life and
thank you for your service.”

————
STATEMENT CONCERNING
B.R.AK.E.S. (BE RESPONSIBLE

AND KEEP EVERYONE SAFE)

HON. DOUG COLLINS

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
want to highlight the good work of
B.R.AK.E.S. (Be Responsible and Keep Ev-
eryone Safe), a charitable organization that is
taking meaningful steps to reduce the number
of traffic-related injuries and deaths by training
and educating teenage drivers and their par-
ents about the importance of safe, responsible
driving.

B.R.A.K.E.S. was born out of the personal
tragedy of National Hot Rod Association drag
racing star Doug Herbert. In January 2008,
Herbert lost his two young sons, Jon and
James, in a car accident. His loss led him to
create a driving program that same year to
help prevent other families from experiencing
similar grief by teaching young drivers more
conscientious and confident skills behind the
wheel.

More than 5,000 American teenagers lose
their lives in traffic accidents each year.
B.R.A.K.E.S. is working to reduce this stag-
gering number of deaths by providing free ad-
vanced driver's education in a program enti-
tled the Teen Pro-Active Driving Course. This
program goes beyond conventional driver’s
education to target specific driving situations
responsible for many traffic accidents involving
teens.

Based in North Carolina, B.R.A.K.E.S. is
making an impact nationwide. More than
11,000 teenage drivers and their parents have
attended the B.R.A.K.E.S. program in 10
states. Participants have traveled from 29
states and 2 countries to attend these training
events. The group is constantly seeking addi-
tional locations so even more young American
drivers and their families can experience the
peace of mind that comes with this specialized
training.

Last month, | visited a B.R.A.K.E.S. pro-
gram with my teenage son Cameron and was
truly impressed by what they do. | consider it
a privilege to share what B.R.A.K.E.S. is ac-
complishing in the lives of thousands of teen-
age drivers, and | wish them continued suc-
cess in their mission.
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 30TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF JAZZ A LA MODE

HON. RICHARD E. NFAL

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, | would like to take
this opportunity to recognize the 30th anniver-
sary of New England Public Radio’s weeknight
program, Jazz a la Mode.

Jazz a la Mode, with its host and producer
Tom Reney, started broadcasting on August 6,
1984. This exemplary program provides its lis-
teners with some of the greatest recorded
jazz, stretching from the classics to music cre-
ated by emerging artists. Jazz a la Mode gives
a broad offering of styles and the evolution of
jazz from Louis Armstrong and Duke Ellington
to Miles Davis and John Coltrane and beyond.
Additionally, Tom Reney has had the oppor-
tunity to interview many famous musicians
such as David Brubeck, James Moody, and
Wynton Marsalis. The hallmark of Tom
Reney’s program is special yearlong series
that he dedicates to individual artists that had
a substantial impact on jazz as a genre. Jazz
a la Mode has done centennials for Duke
Ellington, Louis Armstrong, and Count Basie.

In addition, Reney makes a point to high-
light the jazz concerts, performances, and fes-
tivals that take part around New England. His
audience will always have the most up-to-date
information to be able to see live perform-
ances. Reney also acts as host for many jazz
festivals around New England including the
Tanglewood Jazz Festival and the Springfield
Jazz and Roots Festival in my district.

Mr. Speaker, Jazz a la Mode has been a
part of the cultural identity of western Massa-
chusetts and New England for the past 30
years. As they celebrate this important mile-
stone, | wish Tom Reney and the staff of Jazz
a la Mode further success and many more
years of entertaining New England.

HONORING DAVID ABSHIRE

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Dr. David M. Abshire, who passed away
on October 31st, 2014, in Alexandria, Virginia.
| worked with David during my career in Con-
gress and always held him in the highest re-
gard.

David was an indispensable public servant.
He began his career at West Point, from
which he graduated and led a platoon in the
Korean War, earning a Bronze Star for brav-
ery. He went on to found the Center for Stra-
tegic and International Studies and lead the
Center for the Study of the Presidency & Con-
gress. David also served as assistant sec-
retary of state for congressional relations and
chairman of the Board for International Broad-
casting under President Nixon and United
States ambassador to NATO under President
Reagan. He coordinated President Reagan’s
internal investigation of the Iran-Contra Affair
as well.
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David was a man of moral strength and
character. He will be deeply missed by his
family, friends and community. David is sur-
vived by his wife Carolyn, five children and 11
grandchildren.

| respectfully submit David’s obituary from
The New York Times and ask my colleagues
to join me in honoring David’s life and accom-
plishments.

[From The New York Times, Nov. 3, 2014]

DAVID M. ABSHIRE, WHO HELPED REAGAN
THROUGH IRAN-CONTRA SCANDAL, DIES AT 88

(By Douglas Martin)

David M. Abshire, who led respected re-
search groups and held high government
posts but made his most visible mark by
helping President Ronald Reagan navigate
the political storms of the Iran-contra scan-
dal, died on Friday in Alexandria, Va. He was
88.

His death was announced by the Center for
the Study of the Presidency & Congress, a
Washington group he helped lead.

Reagan sought out Mr. Abshire in Decem-
ber 1986. He called him in Brussels, where he
was the United States ambassador to NATO,
and asked him to accept a cabinet-level job
as coordinator of the White House’s response
to multiple investigations of the administra-
tion’s secret sales of arms to Iran, despite an
embargo on such sales.

There were allegations that United States
officials had hoped the arms sales would se-
cure the release of several hostages being
held in Lebanon by a group with ties to Iran,
which would have been another violation of
policy. Proceeds from the sales were to be
used to finance the anti-Communist insur-
gents in Nicaragua known as contras—aid
that Congress had expressly forbidden.

Reagan asked Mr. Abshire to handle all re-
quests and obligations stemming from inves-
tigations in both the House and the Senate
and from an independent commission headed
by John Tower, a former senator from Texas.

“What we wanted was someone who would
come and could immerse himself in all the
details of this Iran controversy—the dates,
when the arms went, who said what on which
date,” Patrick J. Buchanan, then the White
House communications director, said in an
interview with CNN in 1986. ‘It really is a de-
tailed job, and the rest of the White House
staff, which was not involved in the con-
troversy, has to get on with the budget, has
got to get on with the State of the Union. We
simply don’t have the expertise.”’

In a profile in 1987, The New York Times
said the job could leave Mr. Abshire in a ‘‘po-
tentially tricky position’ and raised the pos-
sibility that he could turn up an incrimi-
nating ‘“‘smoking gun.”

Mr. Abshire accepted the post on the con-
dition that the administration would be
forthcoming. He told The Times that he re-
gretted suppressing information about mili-
tary incursions into Laos and Cambodia dur-
ing the Nixon administration, when he was
assistant secretary of state for congressional
relations.

‘“That,” he said, ‘“‘was an example of how
not to do it.”

In his first meeting with Reagan, re-
counted in his 2005 book, ‘‘Saving the Reagan
Presidency: Trust Is the Coin of the Realm,”
Mr. Abshire told the president that it was
unwise to keep insisting that the United
States did not trade arms for hostages. He
pointed out that two-thirds of the public be-
lieved that the administration had made
such a deal.

“Dave, I don’t care if I'm the only person
in America that does not believe it—I don’t
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believe it was arms for hostages,”” he quoted
Reagan as saying.

But in a dozen meetings with the president
and in others with the first lady, Nancy
Reagan, Mr. Abshire pressed his case for ad-
mitting what seemed obvious to him and to
many others. He also released thousands of
unedited documents to investigators, han-
dled press relations and signed off on the
president’s speeches about the subject.

On March 4, 1987, with evidence of the arms
deal mounting, Reagan admitted in a speech
to the nation that he had learned he was
wrong. ‘“What began as a strategic opening
to Iran deteriorated, in its implementation,
into trading arms for hostages,” he said.

Mr. Abshire soon resigned, feeling he had
finished the job 90 days after taking it.
Reagan largely escaped personal blame and
saw his approval rating rise from 46 percent
to 64 percent in less than two years.

The Washington Post in 2006 called Mr.
Abshire the ‘‘judicious convener and man-
ager of the A-list powerful.” In 1962, he
joined with Adm. Arleigh Burke to start the
Center for Strategic and International Stud-
ies, originally as an affiliate of Georgetown
University. Distinguished foreign policy fig-
ures like Henry A. Kissinger, James R.
Schlesinger, Zbigniew Brzezinski and Brent
Scowcroft have been senior advisers and ad-
junct fellows there.

Mr. Kissinger, at a colloquium in Mr.
Abshire’s honor in 2006, said that Mr. Abshire
had a knack for getting people to do what he
wanted, ‘‘making you feel that he’s doing
you a tremendous favor for giving you that
opportunity.”’

From 1999 to 2012, Mr. Abshire was presi-
dent and chief executive of the Center for the
Study of the Presidency & Congress. More
recently he was vice chairman. He served on
government task forces and policy study
groups and wrote seven books. He headed
Reagan’s foreign affairs transition team
after his election in 1980, and was often men-
tioned as a candidate for national security
adviser in Republican administrations.

His job as assistant secretary of state
under President Richard M. Nixon was to be
a liaison to Congress. Nixon then appointed
him chairman of the Board for International
Broadcasting, overseeing Radio Free Europe
and Radio Liberty.

As NATO ambassador, Mr. Abshire helped
parlay the deployment of American Pershing
II missiles in Europe into a treaty limiting
intermediate-range nuclear weapons there.

David Manker Abshire was born in Chat-
tanooga, Tenn., on April 11, 1926. An impos-
ing figure at 6-foot-4, he never lost his court-
ly Tennessee drawl.

He graduated from the United States Mili-
tary Academy at West Point in 1951 and, as
a platoon leader in the Korean War, was
awarded a Bronze Star and other decorations
for bravery. He earned a Ph.D. in history
from Georgetown.

Mr. Abshire, who died in a nursing home in
Alexandria, is survived by his wife of 56
years, the former Carolyn Sample; his son,
Lupton; his daughters, Anna Bowman, Mary
Lee Jensvold, Phyllis d’Hoop and Carolyn
Hall; and 11 grandchildren.

Reagan was not the first president to ask
for Mr. Abshire’s help in dealing with a cri-
sis. In his memoir, Mr. Abshire wrote that
Nixon had asked him to join his staff to fight
the threat of impeachment during the inves-
tigations of the cover-up of the Watergate
break-in. He tactfully said no.

He recalled that when a relative expressed
amazement that he had turned down a presi-
dent, he replied: ‘I don’t believe he’s telling
the truth.”
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IN HONOR OF MRS. CHARLOTTE M.
FRAZIER

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor a woman of grace, class, and
dignity, Mrs. Charlotte M. Frazier. Sadly, Mrs.
Frazier passed away on October 5, 2014. Her
funeral service was held on October 14, 2014,
at First African Baptist Church in Columbus,
Georgia. She has been a dear friend to my
wife Vivian and me for many years.

Charlotte was born on May 23, 1932 to Ar-
lene Hawkins in Columbus, Georgia. She
graduated from William H. Spencer High
School and was a director for the Spencer
Golden Owlettes, Inc.

Charlotte was always involved in doing good
deeds for the betterment of her community.
She always put others ahead of herself. And
very often she took the lead in working on
worthy projects and always saw those projects
to a successful completion.

She spearheaded the initiative to save the
Liberty Theatre and supported its nomination
and listing in the National Registry of Historic
Places. She also led the efforts for the devel-
opment of the Liberty Theatre Cultural Center,
Inc., the restoration of Ma Rainey’s grave site
and the recognition of her legacy with a United
States Postal Stamp. She was also a full time
coordinator for the preservation of African-
American resources. She was a recipient of
many awards for her efforts on behalf of hu-
mankind.

She advocated tirelessly on behalf of the
local, state and national Democratic Party.
Charlotte was a lifetime member of the Order
of Eastern Star and the founder of the Prin-
cess Chapter #194 of the Modern Free and
Accepted Masons of the World, Inc. She was
largely responsible for acquiring the present
site and building for the group.

Charlotte held many titles and roles, but the
most important role that she had in her life
was serving her God with her work at First Af-
rican Baptist Church in Columbus, Georgia.

Ralph Waldo Emerson once said, “Do not
go where the path may lead, but go instead
where there is no path and leave the trail.”

Charlotte Frazier was truly one of a kind
who blazed a ftrail for all of us to follow and
left an indelible mark on the world that will not
be forgotten. We are only here on this earth
for a season. Charlotte Frazier used her sea-
son for good and to help others to reach their
full potential. Former Congresswoman Shirley
Chisholm once said, “Service is the rent that
we pay for the space that we occupy here on
this earth.” Charlotte Frazier paid her rent and
she paid it well.

On behalf of my wife Vivian and the citizens
of the Second Congressional District of Geor-
gia, | extend my deepest sympathies to Char-
lotte’s husband Anderson and all of those that
she touched throughout her life.
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25 YEARS OF SERVICE PROVIDED
BY SERENITY HOSPICE CARE

HON. JASON T. SMITH

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the 25 years of service that Se-
renity Hospice Care in Park Hills, Missouri has
provided our community. Serenity Hospice
Care is the area’s only independent, non-profit
hospice. They have served over 5,000 pa-
tients and their families, regardless of the pa-
tient’s ability to pay.

When Serenity Hospice Care first opened its
doors 25 years ago, it was thanks to a volun-
teer staff and funds raised by an all-volunteer
Board of Directors concerned by the lack of
hospice care in the surrounding counties. Until
they received their Medicare and Medicaid
certification, Serenity Hospice Care operated
solely on the funds raised by generous do-
nors. Today those funds are used to help
cover the costs for the patients without sulffi-
cient insurance coverage.

It is in the late stages of life where Serenity
Hospice Care aims to relieve the financial bur-
den of finding adequate hospice care for sen-
jors. As their name so perfectly describes, Se-
renity Hospice Care has provided peace and
comfort to many patients and their families. It
is their mission of “providing excellent end-of-
life care and grief support services to all in our
community who need them”, that makes them
a valuable and respected organization to the
eight counties it services.

It is my pleasure to recognize Serenity Hos-
pice Care and their devoted staff for their 25
years of service.

HONORING TONY WARREN
HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable Law En-
forcement Officer, Mr. Tony Warren who is a
lifelong resident of Mound Bayou, Mississippi.

Mr. Warren is the son of the late William
Hampton and the late Roberta Scott Warren.

Mr. Warren entered law enforcement in
1990 as dispatcher for the City of Mound
Bayou Police Department, and progressed to
the positions of: Patrolman, Fire Chief, and his
current position, Chief of Police.

In his desire to expand his law enforcement
career in 2007, he became a Correctional
Field Officer, formerly known as a Parole Offi-
cer. As a Correctional Field Officer he assists
former inmates with employment and housing
opportunities, as well as addictive behavior
placement for reintroduction into family and
society. He regularly attends trainings to be-
come aware of societal threats and what tech-
nical resolutions will be best for his day-to-day
utilization.

His love of law enforcement played a tre-
mendous role in enhancing his love for his
hometown and the need to protect and serve
the community. Therefore, he has an open
door policy for the residents and visitors. Chief
Warren believes in communication between
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the police department and the people they
serve to enhance the community.

Mr. Warren has received numerous awards
for his community and academic involvement
with the Mound Bayou School District, AARP
and other civic organizations.

Mr. Warren is the youngest of eight siblings:
Joyce, James, Ella, Odis, Ivory, Justeen,
Veronica, and Kenny (deceased).

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing an amazing law enforcement of-
ficer for his dedication and service to his pro-
fession.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF FALMOUTH’S
60TH VETERANS DAY CEREMONY

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Falmouth in celebrating its 60th
Veterans’ Day Parade.

Since 1954, when President Eisenhower
proclaimed November 11th as Veterans’ Day,
Falmouth has honored its veterans in a pro-
cession from the Town Green to Memorial
Lane on Library Lawn. Police escorts, the pa-
rade marshal, selectmen, the Coast Guard,
and others come together on this day to rec-
ognize those who have been invaluable to our
country’s strength and security. A rifle salute,
including sirens in memory of Armistice Day in
1918, followed by a memorial address and an
open house for the public conclude the cele-
brations.

Between 1927 and 1953 the town’s celebra-
tion entailed a moment of silence, a placing of
a wreath at the World War | Memorial, and a
procession beginning at the American Legion.
Following the procession, the American Legion
attended services at various local churches
and participated in parades in Hyannis and
Plymouth, and sometimes the celebration
came to an end with a display of fireworks. In
the early 1950s, the placing of a wreath, a
moment of silence, and the playing of the Star
Spangled Banner have been added to honor
the fallen servicemen of the Second World
War.

Mr. Speaker, it gives me great pride to con-
gratulate Falmouth for hosting its 60th Vet-
erans Day Parade. | urge my colleagues to
join me in celebrating the importance of this
day, and to recognize the honorable service
that veterans provide to our country.

——————

TRIBUTE TO FORMER
CONGRESSMAN PHIL CRANE

HON. DAVE CAMP

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, | would like to take
this opportunity to offer praise of and appre-
ciation for my friend and former colleague
Congressman Phil Crane. | had the honor of
serving alongside Phil on the Ways and
Means Committee for many years, allowing
me to witness first hand just what an excep-
tional leader he was. Phil was a true conserv-
ative that strived for real solutions that worked
for all Americans near and far.
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Never shying away from the tough con-
versations, Phil was a leading reformer, pio-
neering significant efforts like the North Amer-
ican Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) during
his time as Chairman of the Ways and Means
Subcommittee on Trade. He was a staunch
advocate of free-market policies and remained
dedicated to simplifying the tax code. Phil was
an influential member of the Committee and
helped pave the way for meaningful reform
that we are still fighting for today.

What's more, Phil was just as personable as
he was outspoken, two qualities that forged
friendships on both sides of the aisle. It is no
secret that Phil was an undeniable presence
in any room he entered, often remembered for
his knack for storytelling and entertaining
punch lines.

Phil was a one-of-a-kind force to be reck-
oned with, and | am honored to have known
him, both personally and professionally. | am
deeply saddened by his passing, but know his
legacy will continue to impact Congress for
many years to come.

———————

HONORING COMMUNITY LEADER,
JOSEPH SCHER, UPON HIS 90TH
BIRTHDAY

HON. LOIS CAPPS

OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
congratulate Joseph Scher, my constituent
and local leader, on his 90th birthday and a
lifetime of service to his community.

Prior to moving to Santa Barbara in 1981,
Joe was a successful businessman in Chi-
cago, serving as President of the Chicago
Chapter of the American Jewish Committee
and as Director of the Birchwood Club.

Once in Santa Barbara, Joe continued his
commitment to community service, devoting
considerable time to local charities and the
Jewish Federation of Greater Santa Barbara.
His first job at the Jewish Federation was
Chairman of the Annual Drive for Funds fol-
lowed by serving as Vice President for over a
decade as well as participating on countless
committees within the Jewish community.
Under Joe’s leadership, the Jewish Federation
set a new fundraising record and gradually
grew in size and strength. Today, the Jewish
Federation is a thriving organization and great
source of pride, offering wonderful activities
and programs for the entire community.

Joe also dedicated his time and efforts to
the broader Santa Barbara community, serving
as Chairman of Camarada Pacifica, President
of the Santa Barbara City College Foundation,
and Director of Speaking of Stories.

Today, we celebrate Joe’s inspiring spirit
and thank him for his many contributions to
the Santa Barbara community. Thank you for
decades of service, good will, and achieve-
ment.
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IN MEMORY OF CONGRESSMAN
PHILIP M. CRANE

HON. PAUL RYAN

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, | sub-
mit this statement to honor the distinguished
life and career of Congressman Philip M.
Crane. | was fortunate enough to serve with
Phil not only in the House but also on the
Ways and Means Committee. He was in his
third decade of public service when | was just
starting out, and so | considered Phil a role
model. While in Congress, Phil shaped several
trade agreements as chairman of the Ways
and Means Trade Subcommittee. He also
helped to found the Republican Study Com-
mittee, of which | am a proud member. Out-
side of Congress, Phil was a loving husband
and father, an accomplished scholar, and a
proud veteran.

Phil was an exceptional leader, and his leg-
acy will serve as an inspiration for conserv-
atives and all public servants for generations
to come.

————

HONORING UNDER SHERIFF
DERRICK CUBIT

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable enforce-
ment officer and community servant, Under
Sheriff Derrick Cubit.

Derrick Cubit was born on a warm, sunny
day of September 1, 1970 in Jackson, MS. As
a youngster, he lived in Hazlehurst, Mis-
sissippi with his mother, Bobbie, his brother,
Travis, and his late grandmother, Sarah.

Derrick Cubit started school when he was
six-years-old. He went to kindergarten through
fifth grades at Hazlehurst Elementary, at-
tended Hazlehurst Middle School, and grad-
uated from Hazlehurst High School in 1988.
He continued his education by attending Hinds
Community College and Jackson State Univer-
sity where he majored in Criminal Justice.

“Life has been a means of friends and fam-
ily who you can trust and who trusts you,”
says Mr. Cubit. He is pretty happy with what
life brings and is accustomed to being around
primarily adults, those who he received wis-
dom from. He met lots of people who invested
and took time with him, and helped him to
excel at most of his many and various hob-
bies. He did well in school because of this and
fortunately, self-awareness was something
that was learned later on in his years.

Under Sheriff Cubit is a member of the Phi
Beta Fraternity and of the Golden Square
Lodge #88. There was always an interest in
being a public servant, and he finally got an
opportunity to work for the Copiah County
Sheriff Department in October of 1997. He
gives all thanks to the late Chief Deputy Joe
L. Young, who gave him the opportunity to be-
come a Deputy Sheriff with the Copiah County
Sheriff Department. The trend was set by just
meeting his potential, and taking on new chal-
lenges when someone brought it to his atten-
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tion that he’d be perfect for the opportunity to
work through the ranks at the Sheriff Depart-
ment. He started out being a Deputy Sheriff,
later was promoted to Juvenile Officer, after
that he was promoted to Captain of Patrol,
and now he serves as the Under Sheriff for
the Copiah County Sheriff Department.

Under Sheriff Cubit always assumed he’'d
never get married because he was a hard
worker and thought that if he was tied down
by the constraints of a wife and kids his work
might hinder family growth. But then, he met
the beautiful Ms. Semekia Jones in 1994 and
they agreed to marry in 2001. He had one son
before this union and now his new family role
suits him as being a father and husband. He’s
driven to spur his son on to even greater ac-
complishments.

Despite a lifetime of challenges and accom-
plishments Under Sheriff Cubit has held on to
a quote by James Baldwin: “The world is be-
fore you, and you need not take it or leave it
as it was when you came in.” His goal is to
achieve what James Baldwin speaks about.
Although he would question, “How?” he be-
lieves that the moment his son entered this
world, he then knew that he had achieved it.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Under Sheriff Derrick Cubit for
his dedication to serving our great Country
and his community.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 150TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF FIRST CHURCH
OF NEWPORT NEWS (BAPTIST)

HON. ROBERT C. “BOBBY” SCOTT

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to celebrate a continuing legacy of faith
and community in Virginia’s Third Congres-
sional District. This year, First Church of New-
port News (Baptist) in Newport News, Virginia
is celebrating its sesquicentennial, and | would
like to take a moment to reflect on the history
of this esteemed institution and its contribu-
tions to the greater Newport News community.

First Church of Newport News (Baptist)
holds the distinction of being the first form of
organized religion located within the original
city limits of Newport News. In fact, it predates
the city by 32 years, having been originally or-
ganized in 1864 as First Baptist Church by the
Reverend Thomas Poole of Isle of Wight
County. The small wood framed church lo-
cated under what is now the 28th Street
Bridge was a spiritual home for many slaves,
freed by the Emancipation Proclamation,
whose only exposure to Christianity had come
from their previous masters.

Under Reverends Carr and Cooley, the
church moved its location to 23rd Street and
Jefferson Avenue and continued to grow.
Under Reverend William H. Dixon in 1897,
planning and construction began on the new
church building that would house the church
for most of the 20th century. The impressive
structure would include a steeple that was be-
lieved to be the highest in Newport News and
was a landmark on the city skyline for dec-
ades.

A church is more than its building, and First
Baptist's ministry in Newport News continued
to expand under Reverends Harris, Taylor and
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Henderson. In 1919, Dr. A. A. Galvin became
Pastor and many ministries and facets of pa-
rochial life at First Church that still exist were
founded during his tenure, including the Be-
nevolent Fund and the Men’s Star Bible Class.
Under the next pastor, Dr. John F. Williams,
the church formed both a Gospel Choir and a
Deaf and Blind Ministry.

In 1961, Dr. Fred J. Boddie, Jr. succeeded
Dr. Williams and began his 39-year tenure, the
longest of any pastor in the church’s history.
It was under Dr. Boddie that the church
moved to its current location on Wickham Ave-
nue and changed its name from First Baptist
Church to First Church of Newport News
(Baptist) to reflect its historic roots. Dr. Boddie
led First Church into the 21st century, retiring
in 2001. Under his leadership, the church truly
lived up to its motto becoming, “the friendly
church on the corner where everybody is
somebody and Christ is all”.

In 2005, Dr. Reginald Dawkins was called to
be pastor. In 2011, Rodney Johnson was in-
stalled as the twelfth leader of First Church
and the church continues to grow in its out-
reach to the community under his stewardship.
This dedication to service is reflected in the
theme for First Church’'s Sesquicentennial,
“Renewing Minds and Transforming Lives with
a Legacy of Hope and Charity”.

As First Church gathers to celebrate this
historic milestone, the church can truly re-
member its past, celebrate its present, and
focus on its future. | would like to congratulate
all of the members of First Church of Newport
News (Baptist) on the occasion of its 150th
Anniversary, and | wish them many more
years of dedicated service to the community.

———

HONORING REAGAN MYERS

HON. JASON T. SMITH

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Reagan Myers from Poplar
Bluff, Missouri for his years of service with the
Salvation Army. Reagan Myers is being hon-
ored as the 2014 Mariana Islands Young Cit-
izen of the Year. This award is not easily at-
tained, and can only be achieved by dem-
onstrating a selfless passion for serving and a
giving heart. Reagan and his family are serv-
ing as missionaries under the auspices of
General Baptist International Missions. At only
16 years old, Reagan has demonstrated his
commitment to serving those in need in
Saipan.

Over the past year he has donated many of
his own items to the Salvation Army, he has
volunteered his time to help in the soup kitch-
en, and ring the bell at the red kettle location.
Reagan has led efforts to provide relief to fam-
ilies who suffered from Typhoon Vongfong.
With support from his church, he provides
baskets to families in need filled with food,
toys, and Bibles.

Reagan Myers is a role model for young
and old alike, and it is my pleasure to recog-
nize his achievements before the House of
Representatives.
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RECOGNIZING THE HUMANITARIAN
EFFORTS OF AMERICAN PHYSI-
CIANS ON BEHALF OF CITIZENS
OF UKRAINE

HON. JIM GERLACH

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. GERLACH. Mr. Speaker, almost one
year ago, students peacefully protesting the
previous Ukrainian regime’s decision to not
join the European Union were attacked by
their own government in Kyiv's Independence
Square (Maidan). Following these protests,
pro-Russian aggression in eastern Ukraine
has left over 3,000 people dead and thou-
sands more injured. Ukraine’s medical staff
and facilities were inundated with wounded
protesters soldiers and citizens. Without hesi-
tation, a tremendous group of American physi-
cians offered their talents and expertise to
treat the wounded Ukrainians who fought for
freedom, human dignity, democracy and
peace in Ukraine.

These medical professionals and their insti-
tutions have provided the seriously wounded
with advanced life-saving treatments. Though
their injuries were grievous, as a result of the
medical care provided by our amazing physi-
cians, they have been given a second chance.

We extend our sincere thanks to: Ahmet
Aksakal, Cleveland Clinic Foundation, Cleve-
land, OH; Dr. Brandon Ayres, Wills Eye Hos-
pital, Philadelphia, PA; Dr. Jurij Bilyk, Wills
Eye Hospital; Dr. Akram Boutros, MetroHealth
Medical Center, Cleveland, OH; Dr. Chris-
topher Brandt, Chair, Department of Surgery,
MetroHealth Medical Center; Dr. William
Cappaert, MetroHealth Medical Center; Dr.
Myung Chang, Cleveland Clinic Foundation;
Tammy Coffee, RN, CNP, MetroHealth Med-
ical Center; Dr. Alfred Connors, Jr.,
MetroHealth Medical Center; Dr. Delos Cos-
grove, Cleveland Clinic Foundation; Dr. Sasha
Davisson, Cleveland Clinic Foundation; Dr.
James Eakins, Hahnemann University Hos-
pital, Philadelphia, PA; Dr. Joanna M. Fisher,
Holy Redeemer Health Care System, Hun-
tingdon Valley, PA; Dr. Michael Fritz, Cleve-
land Clinic Foundation; Dr. Thomas J. Gillon,
Holy Redeemer Health Care System; Dr. Katie
Hallahan, MetroHealth Medical Center; Dr.
Julia Haller, Wills Eye Hospital; Dr. Michael P.
Horan, Cleveland Clinic Foundation; Dr. Shu
Que Huang, MetroHealth Medical Center; Dr.
Roderick Jordan, MetroHealth Medical Center;
Dr. Michael J. Joyce, Cleveland Clinic Foun-
dation; Dr. Peter J. Kaiser, Cleveland Clinic
Foundation; Dr. Anjay Khandewal,
MetroHealth Medical Center; Dr. Peter
Kozicky, Lehigh Valley Health Network, Allen-
town, PA; Dr. Alexandra Kushnir, Bridgeport
Hospital, Bridgeport, CT; Orysia Levyska,
Cleveland Clinic Foundation; Dr. Lisa D.
Lystad, Cleveland Clinic Foundation; Dr. Mark
Eric Manstein, Holy Redeemer Health Care
System; Dr. Melvin Mejia, MetroHealth Med-
ical Center; Dr. Yoshi Modi, MetroHealth Med-
ical Center; Dr. Nicole Moskal, Cleveland Clin-
ic Foundation; Olha Onyshko, coordinator of
efforts between Ukrainian physicians and
Ukrainian Federation of America; Dr. Francis
A. Papay, Cleveland Clinic Foundation; Dr.
Holly Perzy, MetroHealth Medical Center; Dr.
Pamela Ritchey, Cleveland Clinic Foundation;
Dr. Alisa Savetamal, Bridgeport Hospital Burn
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Center; Dr. Eon K. Shin, The Philadelphia
Hand Center, P.C. & St. Mary’s Medical Cen-
ter, Langhorne, PA; Jackie Spence, MSN, RN,
Cleveland Clinic Foundation; Dr. Maria Strus,
Cleveland Clinic Foundation & MetroHealth
Medical Center; Dr. Carroll Weinberg,
Lankenau Hospital, Wynnewood, PA; and Dr.
Thomas Whalen, Lehigh Valley Health Net-
work.

Mr. Speaker, in light of the heroic humani-
tarian efforts of these outstanding physicians,
volunteers, medical professionals and their as-
sociated institutions, | ask that my colleagues
join me today in recognizing their extraor-
dinary service.

—

HONORING SHERIFF OLIVER
PARKER, JR.

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor an extraordinary com-
munity leader, Sheriff Oliver Parker, Jr.

Sheriff Oliver Parker, Jr.’s life began in Dun-
can, MS. Sheriff Parker's mother, Mrs. Eddie
Mae Parker, relocated to Hinchcliff, MS when
he was ten years old. Sheriff Parker has re-
sided in Quitman County for over 50 years. He
is a graduate of Quitman County High School,
Northwest Junior College, and the Mississippi
Law Enforcement Training Academy. Parker
completed the Mississippi Fire Investigation
Training Academy as a requirement to be-
come an Arson Investigator. He has one
daughter, Fatina Parker Elliott; one grand-
daughter, Ashley-Faith Elliott; and one god-
daughter, Detra Foster-Webb.

Sheriff Parker has never been a stranger to
hard work. He worked assiduously as a teen-
ager to help his single-mother provide for his
siblings. He has always had a desire to help
others. He knew at an early age that he want-
ed to make a difference in the lives of the citi-
zens of Quitman County. He pursued his
dreams of helping the citizens of Quitman
County by beginning a career in law enforce-
ment. He served in the capacity of Deputy
Sheriff for the Quitman County Sheriffs De-
partment for 23 years. In 1999 he pursued his
life-long dream of becoming the Sheriff of
Quitman County. He was elected the first Afri-
can-American Sheriff of Quitman County in
November of 1999 and took the Oath of Office
on December 9, 1999. He began his respon-
sibilities as Sheriff of Quitman County on Jan-
uary 1, 2000. He has humbly served as Sheriff
of Quitman County for 14 years.

Since the beginning of his career as Sheriff
of Quitman County, Sheriff Parker has insti-
tuted change in a variety of ways and made
major contributions to the Quitman County
Sheriffs Department. Jailed youth are offered
a variety of programs designed to help them
avoid returning to jail, as well as GED tutoring
and testing. The elderly are assisted via the
TRIAD Program. Sheriff Parker also initiated
the employment of a full-time School Re-
source Officer at Madison Shannon Palmer
High School. Under Sheriff Parker's leader-
ship, a full-time detective and additional depu-
ties and dispatchers were hired to assist with
protecting and serving the citizens of Quitman
County. Sheriff Parker’s leadership has proven
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to be successful, as there were no unsolved
murders in Quitman County until February 8,
2013.

Sheriff Parker was present at a major mile-
stone in the history of Quitman County which
was the unveiling of the Mule Train sign at the
city limits of Marks, Mississippi.

Sheriff Parker possesses sound judgment;
he has a great sense of accountability to the
citizens of Quitman County; and he has an ir-
reproachable professionalism. Sheriff Parker
constantly seeks to establish relationships with
the community that ensures continued trust
and dependability. He is a God-fearing indi-
vidual who seeks to serve the citizens of
Quitman County with the utmost respect, dig-
nity and honesty.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Sheriff Oliver Parker, Jr. for his
dedication in being a respected community
leader.

————

IN HONOR OF C.E. “RED”
McDANIEL, JR.

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is
with a heavy heart and solemn remembrance
that | pay tribute to an outstanding civic leader
and public servant of Columbus, Georgia,
Councilor C.E. “Red” McDaniel, Jr. Councilor
McDaniel passed away on Monday, November
3, 2014. A funeral service was held on Friday,
November 7, 2014 at First Baptist Church in
Columbus, Georgia.

Councilor McDaniel served on the City
Council of Columbus for 38 years. When he
was first elected in 1969, he served in the old
county courthouse until the Government Cen-
ter tower was built. The Council now meets at
the new City Services Center off Macon Road.
He was the only current Councilor to have
served on the Council before Columbus and
Muscogee County merged to form the Colum-
bus Consolidated Government.

Councilor McDaniel was a Columbus man
through and through. After graduating from
Columbus High School, where he was a foot-
ball star, he went to the University of Florida
on a football scholarship. After an injury, he
switched to Mercer University in Macon, Geor-
gia, where he earned an associate degree. He
returned to Columbus and ran a private insur-
ance company until his retirement from busi-
ness.

During his long tenure in the Columbus City
government, he advocated for the improve-
ment of city services while keeping a close
eye on the budget. He was a champion of
public safety and tirelessly supported the city’s
law enforcement officers and firefighters who
often put their lives at risk.

Always open and outspoken about his opin-
ions, Councilor McDaniel stood as a giant red-
wood in local government, widely respected
for his deep institutional knowledge and intrin-
sic experience. He served as a mentor to
newly-elected councilors regardless of their
ideological views. A man of integrity and prin-
ciple, Councilor McDaniel possessed many
qualities that make for a strong foundation of
character. More importantly, he never wavered
on his values and remained true to himself
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and to the residents of Columbus throughout
his career.

George Washington Carver once said, “No
individual has any right to come into the world
and go out of it without leaving behind distinct
and legitimate reasons for having passed
through it.” We are all so blessed that Coun-
cilor Red McDaniel passed this way and dur-
ing his life’s journey did so much for so many
for so long. He leaves behind a great legacy
in public service to the countless residents of
Columbus whose lives he touched and bright-
ened.

On a personal note, Councilor McDaniel
was a close personal friend of mine and one
of the first city officials | met when | first came
to Columbus in 1972. | have truly been
blessed by his friendship, counsel and inspira-
tion throughout the years.

Councilor McDaniel has accomplished much
in his life but none of this would have been
possible without the love and support of his
wife Joanne, two sons, several grandchildren,
and great grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, my wife Vivian and |, along
with the more than 700,000 residents of the
Second Congressional District, salute Coun-
cilor McDaniel for his outstanding public serv-
ice and his everlasting commitment to his
community. | asked my colleagues in the
House of Representatives to join us in extend-
ing our deepest condolences to Councilor
McDaniel’'s family, friends and the Columbus,
Georgia community during this difficult time.
We pray that they will be consoled and com-
forted by an abiding faith and the Holy Spirit
in the days, weeks, and months ahead.

—————

HONORING MRS. TAKIYA FRYE-
LEWIS

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a remarkable educator
in Cleveland, Mississippi.

Mrs. Takiya Frye-Lewis is the daughter of
Ms. Carolyn Frye and the late Mr. Levester
Frye, Sr. She is married to Mr. Casey T. Lewis
and is the mother of two girls; Ciera and
Keziah and is expecting a son in July of 2014
who will be named Casey, Jr. Although born
in Ypsilanti, Michigan, Takiya Frye-Lewis has
been a resident of Bolivar County, Mississippi
for 17 years and she considers herself a
“transplanted native.”

Mrs. Lewis graduated from Willow Run High
School in Ypsilanti, Michigan in 1997 and re-
ceived her Bachelors of Science Degree in
Early Childhood Education from Mississippi
Valley State University in 2005 and her Master
of Arts in Criminal Justice in 2008 from Mis-
sissippi Valley State University.

Mrs. Lewis serves in the capacity of a Pre-
K teacher at the Coahoma Opportunities In-
corporated Head Start Center in Clarksdale,
Mississippi. During her 7 years of teaching di-
verse socio-economic youths ranging in the
ages of 3 to 5 years old, she has found it
challenging and rewarding. She desires that
all of the children in her classroom and care
receive the necessary tools to advance their
understanding, knowledge of all subject matter
which is taught, even devoting time for individ-
ualized coaching and tutoring.
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Mrs. Lewis loves teaching and believes in
helping children and adults strive towards their
life endeavors. Her future objectives are to
take the teachers exam and become a kinder-
garten teacher in a public school district.

Mrs. Lewis devoted endless hours to run-
ning errands, home care needs, feeding and
clothing the less fortunate. Also, she is active
in her church by serving as Vice President of
the Youth Department, President of the Purity
Class, and President of the Youth and Adult
choirs.

Mrs. Lewis is a member of the NAACP and
Congressman BENNIE THOMPSON’s Bi-Monthly
Municipal Meetings which is hosted by his
Mound Bayou District Office where she is out-
spoken on issues which affects her community
and our great nation.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing an amazing Head Start profes-
sional for her dedication and service to edu-
cating the youths.

——————

IN CELEBRATION OF THE 33RD
ANNUAL BIG PIG JIG

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in recognition of the 33rd Annual Big Pig
Jig held in Vienna, Georgia on November 7—
8, 2014. Sponsored by the Dooly County
Chamber of Commerce, the Big Pig Jig is
Georgia’s Official Memphis Barbecue Network
(MBN) State Barbecue Cooking Champion-
ship. Thousands of people from all over joined
the residents of Vienna to enjoy the finest bar-
becue in the world at this widely celebrated
pig-cooking contest this year.

In 1982, a group of talented chefs living in
Vienna, Georgia made a bet on who could
prepare the best barbecue. This private wager
quickly grew into a full-fledged barbecue cook-
ing competition after it combined forces with a
local crafts fair and an annual hog show
hosted by the county’s livestock association.
That fusion has since evolved into the annual
Big Pig Jig, the world’s largest MBN-endorsed
contest as well as Georgia’s biggest and old-
est sanctioned contest of its kind.

The Big Pig Jig’s broad national recognition
contributes heavily to the economy of the rural
community of Vienna, Georgia, as well as the
surrounding area. It draws a crowd that almost
triples the city’s average population and show-
cases the charm and beauty found within the
city of Vienna on a grand scale. It is a beau-
tiful thing when a community comes together
to welcome people from all walks of life to
their hometown to create a lasting and time-
honored tradition like the Big Pig Jig.

Next year’s festivities will be particularly ex-
citing as the National Whole Hog Champion-
ship will be held in conjunction with the Big
Pig Jig. The addition of this brand new event
in November of 2015 will only add to the pal-
pable excitement the Big Pig Jig already in-
spires throughout the Southeast.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
today in recognizing the Big Pig Jig as well as
the folks of Dooly County, Georgia for culti-
vating this once small, local event into all that
it is today. The Big Pig Jig promotes a deli-
cious part of the South’s cultural heritage and
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fosters a sense of unity among all those who
travel from far and wide to our beloved com-
munity in Vienna, Georgia.

———

CONGRATULATING KENNETH
NASER

HON. JAMES P. MORAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 2014

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Kenneth Naser upon his retire-
ment as Executive Director of ALIVE! (ALex-
andrians InVolved Ecumenically). ALIVE! is a
nonprofit organization of 42 faith communities
working together for 45 years to help Alexan-
drians facing emergency situations or long-
term needs become capable of assuming self-
reliant roles in the community. Many people
talk about getting faith communities involved in
helping those in need, but, through his work
with ALIVE!, Ken has lived and led that effort
in Alexandria.

Prior to becoming the first Executive Direc-
tor of ALIVE! 10 years ago, Ken volunteered
for ALIVE! for close to 30 years, served as
chair of two of its programs and as President
in 1982—-83. During Ken’s term as Executive
Director, ALIVE! increased its reach and its
assistance to families in need. This growth
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now allows ALIVE! to help over 14,000 individ-
uals in need each year with food, financial as-
sistance, early childhood education, transi-
tional housing, furniture and house wares.

ALIVE's largest programs—the monthly
Last Saturday Food Distribution and the Fam-
ily Emergency Program daily delivery of
food—have grown from assisting approxi-
mately 1200 individuals each month in 2003 to
serving over 3000 individuals each month in
2014. Financial assistance provided to families
who cannot make rent, utility or medical pay-
ments has grown from $130,000 annually to
over $310,000 this year. Ken has worked
closely with City social workers and other non-
profits in the City to assure that families who
need food, financial aid, furniture or house
wares receive assistance.

Ken also has helped ALIVE!'s Child Devel-
opment Center grow and improve, both as a
volunteer chair of the committee overseeing its
operation and in the Executive Director role,
where he exercises a key, day-to-day over-
sight function. Ken has been instrumental as
the Center has received national accreditation
and also was highly rated by the Common-
wealth of Virginia. The Center assists working
families who pay sliding scale fees based on
their income level, and fundraising efforts,
under Ken’s direction, make up the difference
in cost.

During Ken’s term as Executive Director,
ALIVE! House, which is a transitional housing
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program for four women and their children,
has expanded its program and undergone a
major renovation. The women at ALIVE!
House are provided the support they need to
secure a job, improve parenting skills, and de-
velop other life skills that will allow them to live
on their own. Over the past five years alone,
Ken has been involved in helping 21 families
change their lives and live independently.

Ken has been active in other non-profit ac-
tivities as well. He was recognized for his ef-
forts in 2010 when Volunteer Alexandria
awarded him the Nonprofit Leader of the Year
award. Most recently, he has been a leader in
the effort to bring faith communities, non-prof-
its, local businesses and the City together in
support of “A Hunger Free Alexandria.” Lend-
ing his skills to this initiative, Ken has worked
to assure that families and individuals in Alex-
andria have access to affordable, healthy food
and that no one in Alexandria goes hungry.

Mr. Speaker, once again, let me congratu-
late Ken Naser on his outstanding career at
ALIVE! and his many contributions toward
making Alexandria a better place to live for all
citizens, but particularly those most in need.
After close to 40 years as a volunteer and
then Executive Director at ALIVE!, we wish
Ken a long and happy retirement and know
that, even in retirement, he will continue to
find ways to help the less fortunate in our
community.
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